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This week, we look at the question: “Which is Right: Evolution or Creation?” At the outset, let me highlight 
that, even within the church, there are differences of opinion on how Christians approach the first three 
chapters in Genesis. As a young theology student, I quickly became aware that Christians can resort to 
‘labelling’ each other, with names such as “liberal” vs “fundamentalist”, especially when discussing the 
inter-relationship between Scripture and science. As we look at this topic, it is good to remember the basic 
points that we find in Gen 1-3, that: 

• God made the world,  

• God made us as human beings in His image, to live in relationship with Him and with each other,  

• God has given us the responsibility to steward this earth,  

• but that, as a result of human freewill and decisions, the world and our relationships are marred 
and cursed by sin, such that we lost the gift of eternal life and now have to die. 

What we believe inevitably has an impact on how we live and our ethics. 
 
GETTING STARTED: There are a number of beliefs about how the world came into existence, including: 

• Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution, which relies on all species forming over a significant period 
of time, by an “unguided material process” involving random variation and natural selection.1 

• Theistic evolution, where the world was created out of nothing billions of years ago, but natural 
selection is responsible for the biological complexity and diversity we see around us. 

• Intelligent design (ID) or design theory, where scientists “perform experimental tests upon natural 
objects to determine if they contain complex and specified information. … When ID researchers 
find irreducible complexity in biology, they conclude that such structures were designed.”2 

• Biblical creationism, which affirms that God is the Intelligent Designer behind the design, including 
the biological complexity we see. Creationists tend to split into two groups: 

o Those who believe that the earth was created, literally, in 7 x 24-hour days, so the earth is, 
by calculation, very young. (i.e. less than 10,000 years old), i.e. “young earth creationists”; 

o Those who believe that the word translated “day” means a longer (but unspecified) period, 
so the earth is a lot older, in line with what scientists believe. i.e. “old earth creationists”.  
 

➢ Go around your group and ask: which of these do you believe to be the most true? Feel free to say 
if you either ‘don’t know’, haven’t really worked through this or you’re confused. What are the 
questions that you struggle with? (Please be aware that some people may have strongly held 
views, so please be gracious with each other.) 

 

As Christians, we hold to the authority of Scripture and that the word of God is both inerrant and infallible.3 
However, some people criticise the weight that Christians place on Scripture, especially in light of what 
they regard as “indisputable” scientific “evidence”. Some Christians criticise other Christians for not taking 
a ‘literalist’ 7 day view of the creation account, but as ‘cherry picking’ bits of Scripture while rejecting others. 

➢ Do our views – or even our incomplete views and questions – about the creation vs evolution 
debate mean that we are less ‘orthodox’ or lesser Christians?  

 

READ: JOB 38:1-41 
 
The book of Job recounts the discussions between Job and a couple of his friends, in the light of a series 
of major tragedies. They sought to make sense of Job’s situation. In Job 38, God speaks to them, in the 
midst of a windstorm. In Job 38:2-6 (NLT) we read God’s words, which are just as pertinent to the 
discussions that often are had in relation to the creation vs evolution debate. 

“Who is this that questions my wisdom with such ignorant words? 
Brace yourself like a man, because I have some questions for you, and you must answer them. 
Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell me, if you know so much. 
Who determined its dimensions and stretched out the surveying line? 
What supports its foundations, and who laid its cornerstone …”? 

 
➢ What is the implication of the question “Where were you when …?” How does this impact what and 

how much we can and can’t know, and how dogmatic we are about our views about creation or 
evolution? What does 1 Cor 13:11-12 tell us about the nature of human understanding/ knowledge? 
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➢ God asserts that his wisdom is being questioned by their conjecture. In Job 38, how do we see 
God’s wisdom displayed in and God providing for us through: 

o Water systems e.g. the oceans, clouds, water, snow, hail (Job 38:8-11, 22-30, 34-38); 
o The cycles of day and night, including light and dark (Job 38:12-15, 19-21) 
o The design of the night sky, including astrological constellations (Job 38:31-33) 
o Animals being able to fend for themselves (Job 38:39-41) 

 

Rene Descartes once said: “I think, therefore I am” (1637). His philosophy is thought to have sparked the 
‘Enlightenment’ period in the 1700’s. In that period, Philosopher Immanuel Kant criticised: 

“the cosmological argument (the existence of contingent beings entails the existence of a necessary 
being) and the physico-theological argument, which is also referred to as the “argument from design” 
(the order and purposiveness in the empirical world can only be explained by a divine creator).”4 

Similarly, many scientists who support Intelligent Design would argue that science shows that there is an 
order in the universe that indicates that the universe has been designed, but they do not believe that design 
can or should be attributed to ‘God’. Many object to their research being used to support creationism.5 
 

➢ The book of Job is thought to be one of the earliest Bible books written. Yet, one of his friends 
counselled: “Hear this, O Job; stop and consider the wondrous works of God.” (Job 37:14) Why is 
it important for us to “stop and consider” God’s works – including studying the order in his creation? 

 
READ: GENESIS 1:26-2:3 
 
In the Biblical account of the creation, we read that God purposefully created the universe, including the 
earth, seas, sky, sun, moon and animals. We read that human beings are designed by God, are created 
in the image of God and have a purpose. We are intended to have a relationship with God and God delights 
in that relationship. By contrast, atheist Richard Dawkins has written, “The universe we observe has . . . 
no design, no purpose, no evil and no good, nothing but blind, pitiless indifference. …. DNA neither knows 
nor cares.”6 

➢ What is your response to this comment? If Dawkins is right, what are the implications for how we 
live and for ethics? What was your response to comments in the sermon, about the views of 
Princeton bioethics professor and moral philosopher, Peter Singer?  

 

The formula for Darwinian evolution is that time plus chance coupled with natural selection equals 
everything around us. i.e.: Time + chance + natural selection = all life on earth. In a book by Robert Carter, 
Evolution’s Achilles Heels, 9 PhD scientists critique and analyse the rationale behind evolution. After 
reading this book, The God Questions authors make this comment:  

“Dr Jonathan Sarfati of the Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand, calculated the possibility 
of life’s simplest organism coming into being without help as being one in 104925. And that’s just to 
get the whole thing started. Considering there are 1080 atoms in the universe and 1012 atomic 
interactions per second and there have been 1018 seconds since the origin of the universe, Sarfati 
said only 10110 interactions are possible. … I may not be a biologist, but I can follow the numbers. 
Life from nonliving chemicals is just not possible.”7 

 
➢ This quote highlights that the arguments behind evolution hinge on issues such as mathematical 

probability and the likelihood that something could possibly just come into being out of nothing. If 
the scientific community is divided with different views about the origin of the universe, is it 
worthwhile for Christians – who don’t have a science background – to weigh into this debate?  

 
We read in the Psalms: 

“In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also. The sea is his, for 
he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed. O come, let us worship and bow down, 
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, 
and the sheep of his hand.” (Ps 95:4-7) 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though 
the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar 
and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. … Come, behold the works of the LORD; … 

“Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.” 
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.” (Ps 46:1-3, 8a, 10-11) 
 

➢ What comfort and strength do we gain, by knowing that God holds the world in his hands? 
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