
Springwood Baptist Church: Term 2, 2019        Series: Honouring God       Week 2: Calling the Nations to Honour God 

 
On 25 September 2000, a crowd of people from across the globe filled the Sydney Olympic Stadium to 
watch the womens track finals. As Australian, Cathy Freeman, took the lead in the 400m, the crowd rose 
to their feet. The volume of the crowd reached fever pitch, cheering loudly as she crossed the line. For 
what seemed like an endless amount of time, the focus and adulation of the crowd focussed on one person.   
 
At the end of the Bible, the writer of Revelation gives us a similar picture. People from every people group 
stand before the throne of God, loudly praising and glorifying God. God wants to draw people from “all 
tribes and peoples and languages” to him, to honour Him. As an integral part of us honouring God, we are 
called upon to make God’s way and God’s saving power known to the nations. (Ps 67:2) 
 
GETTING STARTED: In our local context, we are a predominantly mono-lingual, white, Anglo church. By 
contrast, Rev Mathew Kuruvilla, pastor of Parkside Baptist Church in the north-west suburbs of Sydney, 
has recently written a book about their church’s journey to become an inclusive, multi-ethnic community.1 
What attitudes and barriers do we need to break down in our church, to become more accepting of people 
from different cultures? What practices could we more intentionally adopt, to help people feel welcome? 
 

READ: PSALM 67:1-7 AND REVELATION 7:9-12  
 
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, Selah 

that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the 
nations upon earth. Selah 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us. 

May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere him. (Ps 67:1-7) 
 

“After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 
palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
(Rev 7:9-12) 

 
In Numbers 6:22-27, we find the Aaronic Blessing, that is reiterated in Ps 67:1: 

Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, ‘Thus you shall 
bless the sons of Israel. You shall say to them: 

The LORD bless you, and keep you; The LORD make His face shine on you, And be gracious 
to you; The LORD lift up His countenance on you, And give you peace.’ 

So they shall invoke My name on the sons of Israel, and I then will bless them.” 
 

 In Num 6, the “sons of Israel” were the intended recipients of blessing. If Israel was in a covenant 
relationship with God, with the benefits of God’s favour and presence, why would they want to 
share the fruit of their exclusive relationship with God, with other nations who hated them? 

 

In Gen 12:2-3, God promised Abraham that “I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 
curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  

“The Psalms pick up the theme of Abrahamic blessing to the nations. In Ps 67, God is called upon 
to bless Israel with the intention that the blessing be passed on. Israel becomes the means of 
blessing the nations. God’s election and blessing of Israel clearly has the nations in view.”2 

 
 Psalm 67 is regarded as a missionary Psalm. The Psalmist asks God to bless the nation of Israel, 

so that the nations would take notice, seeing God’s ways and God’s salvation. In what ways does 
God bless us? Why do we tend to think of our prosperity, health and other blessings, as being a 
result of our hard work and good fortune, rather than attributing these as being gifts from God? 
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 In Ps 67:2, we are called upon to make God’s way and God’s saving power known to the nations. 
In what way is an invitation to know God, his ways and his saving power, also an invitation to share 
the blessing of an eternal citizenship? (Phil 3:20-21, Heb 11:9-10) 
 

 Why do the Psalmist and the writer of Revelation call on Israel, the nations - and us – to praise 
God? What do they say that God has done, that God is worthy of praise and is to be glorified? 
 

 What do you think the Psalmist meant when he said “let all the ends of the earth revere (or fear) 
him.”? (Ps 67:7) In what way do we need to fear God? What does the Psalmist say about God’s 
judgement and rule? How is this different from how the nations would have viewed their ‘gods’? 

 

The scene portrayed in Rev 7 depicts the fulfilment of the Psalmist’s prayer, uttered some 1000 years 
earlier. Through the Old Testament, many non-Jews took refuge among the people of God. As part of 
being adopted into this community, they adopted Jewish faith and worship.3 In Rom 11:11ff, Paul talks 
about salvation coming to the Gentiles, who are ‘grafted in’, like wild olive shoots, into the people of God. 
 

 In Gal 3:28-29, Paul wrote “There is neither Jew nor Greek … for you are all one in Christ Jesus 
… heirs according to the promise.” When we all stand before the throne of God, ethnic distinctives 
are no longer a priority. What is it, about the work of Christ, that gives us the basis for our unity? 

 

Many immigrants look to Australia as the “lucky country” and migrate here to be able to live a life that is 
free of war, poverty, discrimination, etc. The essence of multi-culturalism is that there is a respect for other 
cultures and beliefs within our country. Yet many new arrivals have a strong desire to ‘belong’ and be part 
of Australian life. This provides us with a unique opportunity for Christian witness among these people – 
especially when people may have wrong views about what it is to be a Christian. Kuruvilla highlights that 
it is possible to do mission in our own backyard, by intentionally building relationships with people who do 
not have an Anglo background. In his church, hospitality and sharing meals is an important part of that. 
He lists some some key principles that he sees are important for nurturing a multi-ethnic faith community: 

1. Create a sense of belonging. Eph 2:19, Rom 10:12-13 
2. Build on the solid foundation of God’s word. Matt 7:24-27, 1 Cor 3:11-15 
3. Promote unity without uniformity through the application of a Christ culture as the standard. Phil 

3:20, Eph 4:3 
4. Encourage equal participation in the life and ministry of the church. Ex 19:5-6, 1 Pet 2:9, Mal 3:10 
5. Develop a culture of love and grace. Eph 4:2, John 13:34-35. 
6. Practice missional living. Eph 5:8-10, Eph 2:22, Matt 28:19-20.4 

 
 Kuruvilla’s headings are great mission principles. When mission partners go and live in a different 

culture, they are aware that they are the ‘odd one out’ and need to adapt to the local culture (rather 
than expecting other people to change). How can we use these principles, not just in our church 
and life groups, but also in our homes, to include people from outside our normal circle of friends? 

 

 READ 1 Cor 10:31-11:1 and John 13:34-35. What principles are in these verses, to help us be a 
harmonious and missional community? 

 

SHARE AND PRAY: As a church, we support many different mission partners. Take time to pray for them. 
Use the words of the following prayer, as a commissioning prayer for your group.   
 

Lord, we know that you call each of us out. 
Out from ourselves into a world that is longing for your grace, love and truth. 
In our community, are people who need to experience your grace. 
In our nation, are people who need to experience your love. 
In our world, are people who need to experience your truth. 
We are your people Lord and you have called each of us out, 
To be the visible You in this world 
As you work in the hearts and lives of all people and nations. 
Bless us Lord as we go, 
As we go into our community, our nation and world. 
Let us not ignore your call, but rather plant it deep into our being. 
Amen5 
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