
Springwood Baptist Church: Term 2, 2019        Series: Honouring God            Week 7: The Place of Humility 

 
This week, we look at the place of humility in honouring God. When we are in a place of humility, we 
start to discover God and his blessings.  
 
GETTING STARTED: Sheridan Voysey once hosted ‘Open House’ on Hope 103.2 FM. Yet behind the 
public voice of this radio presenter is the private story of a couple struggling with infertility and miscarriages. 
In his 2015 book, ‘Resilient’, chapter one opens with a paraphrase of words from the Sermon on the Mount. 

“God blesses those who mourn, for they will be comforted. God blesses those who are 
humble, for they will inherit the whole earth.” Matthew 5:4–5 
A deep draw of breath, and then (Jesus) begins to talk. “God blesses those who are poor and realize 
their need for him,” he says, “for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs …” ... 
Those who assembled on the mountain to hear Jesus speak were a motley group indeed: not the 
happy and successful people of the world, but those who had experienced trials and trouble 
(Matthew 4:23–25). It was this group of people, those gathered before him, that he blessed: the 
economically and spiritually impoverished (5:3), the grief-stricken (5:4), the lowly (5:5), those 
seeking but denied justice (5:6), those who have shown mercy and lived rightly (5:7–8), 
peacemakers instead of political radicals (5:9), those persecuted for doing right or for following Jesus 
(5:10–11). All such people were “written off” by both the secular society and the religious elite of 
Jesus’ day. To worldly leaders who valued strength rather than humility, and compliance to their 
wishes rather than rebellion for the sake of God, people with these qualities held little value. But they 
were valuable to Jesus.”1 
 

➢ What is it, about times of trouble, that forces us into a place of humility in our relationship with God? 
What comfort do we get and what blessing do we get, from knowing that – in our time of need and 
when we call out to God – we are especially valuable to Him? 

 

READ: 1 SAMUEL 1:1-11, 2:27-32 
 

➢ In 1 Sam 2:30 we read: “those who honour me I will honour, and those who despise me shall 
be treated with contempt.” These words have historically been used as a ‘proof text’. They are 
also words made famous, in the 1981 film ‘Chariots of Fire’ about Scottish runner Eric Liddell, who 
refused to run the 100m race at the 1924 Olympics, because it was being run on a Sunday. In light 
of the two passages we have just read, what do you think these words mean? 

 

The first two chapters of 1 Samuel recount the story of two fathers and families: Elkanah, a devout man 
with two wives (Hannah and Peninnah) and the priest Eli, who had two evil sons, Hophni and Phinehas. 
We read that “year after year”, Elkanah travelled from the hill country of Ephraim to Shiloh, “to worship and 
sacrifice to the LORD Almighty.” We also read that because Hannah had no children, Peninnah taunted 
her “year after year”. Hannah’s infertility caused her much grief. As she silently prayed in the temple, she 
promised that if God gave her a son, she would “give him to the LORD for all the days of his life. When 
young Samuel was weaned, he was taken to the temple to commence a life committed to serving God.  
 

➢ Before the temple was built in Jerusalem, Shiloh was the central place of worship. Elkanah and his 
family would have travelled by foot, from Ramathaim (Ramah) in the hills of Ephraim as an annual 
pilgrimage to worship God. (approx. 14 miles/ 22 km) Why do you think it was so important for 
Elkanah, that he and his family were committed to doing this? What do his actions tell us about his 
commitment to honouring God (and teaching his children to do the same)? 

 

In 1 Sam 1:8, we get an insight into the relationship between Hannah and Elkanah: “Her husband Elkanah 
would say to her, “Hannah, why are you weeping? Why don’t you eat? Why are you downhearted? Don’t 
I mean more to you than ten sons?”” It’s not that Elkanah didn’t see the bullying that was going on or that 
he completely lacked empathy or didn’t ‘get’ Hannah’s grief re being childless. He effectively said to her: 
“you know I love you. Isn’t my love and favour any consolation for you?” When they entered the temple, 
“in her deep anguish Hannah prayed to the LORD, weeping bitterly … saying, “LORD Almighty, if you will 
only look on your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant.” (1 Sam 1:10-11) 
 

➢ In her prayer, Hannah referred to herself as “your servant”? A servant would not normally seek 
recognition from their master. What does it say about her, that she sought for God to “look on” her 
and “not forget” her?  

 

                                                           
1 Voysey, S. (2015) Resilient: Your Invitation to a Jesus-Shaped Life. Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery House. https://sheridanvoysey.com/resilient/ 
http://tanyamarlow.com/come-whoever-you-are/ 
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➢ For Hannah, the inability to have a child was seen to be a sign that “the LORD had closed her 
womb.” (1 Sam 1:5-6) To have children was a sign of God’s blessing while lack of children was 
shameful and embarrassing. Why do you think Hannah was so willing to consecrate this child to 
God’s service, given that the lack of a child gave her so much grief and made her the object of 
ridicule among those around her? Did she have a greater need, to be the object of God’s blessing? 

 
Part of Hannah’s promise was that “no razor will ever be used on his head.” Hannah was promising that 
her son would be “perpetual Nazarite”. For the term of Samuel’s earthly life, this meant no intoxicating 
drinks, not touching corpses, even to bury a family member and no haircuts. (Num 6) These three 
restrictions signified that: 

“the Nazarite determined to avoid all sensual indulgence which might cloud the mind and render the 
man unfit for prayer to, and work for, the Lord … a perpetual outward protest that the vower of the 
solemn vow renounced all moral defilement, that he gave up everything which could stain and soil 
the life consecrated to the Eternal’s service (and) … that the consecrated one had determined to 
refrain from intercourse with the world, and to devote the whole strength and fulness of life to the 
Lord’s work.”2 

From a young age, Samuel was aware that he was set apart for God’s service and that his calling had big 
implications for the way he lived. He grew up to be a “trustworthy prophet of the LORD.” “The LORD was 
with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground.” (1 Sam 3:19-4:1) 
 

➢ Some of my friends decided, early in their marriage, to avoid alcohol. They had watched alcohol 
significantly contribute to social issues in their town and knew that, as business owners and 
employers, their lives and Christian witness were on display. What sort of things do you avoid or 
try to do so that you honour God in your life, work and witness?  

 
By their conscious decisions to worship God and live that out, Elkanah, Hannah and Samuel, sought to 
honour God. By contrast,1 Sam 2 recounts the behaviour of Eli’s sons, who were, like Eli, priests of the 
LORD. “Eli’s sons were scoundrels; they had no regard for the LORD.” (1 Sam 2:12) They expected people 
to hand over their meat portion before it was sacrificed, so they didn’t have to eat boiled meat. They were 
also sleeping with women who worked at the ‘tent of meeting’. (1 Sam 2:15, 22) They saw their positions 
as giving them power and a sense of entitlement, rather than their calling and role being a privilege. 
 

➢ Re-read 1 Sam 2:27-29. What did God remind them, about their role as priests, including the 
historical background of that role? What criticisms did God make of Eli and his sons? 

 

➢ What do you think was meant by the comment: “(you) honour your sons more than me by fattening 
yourselves on the choicest parts of every offering of my people Israel”? How do we – particularly 
in the West – fatten (and spoil) ourselves and our families, at the expense of honouring God? 

 

In Scripture, we read: “Before destruction one’s heart is haughty (proud), but humility goes before honour.” 
(Prov 18:12) and “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble”. (James 4:6) 

➢ Read 1 Sam 2:31-36. What things did the holy man prophesy, would happen to Eli and his family? 
Why did Eli need to hear that his change of circumstances were coming, as a direct act of God’s 
judgement and were not just incidental? 

 
➢ What do you want more: your pride? Or God’s grace and honour, as a consequence of humility?  

 
PRAY: Below is a prayer of confession and commitment, asking God to clothe us with humility, so that we 
can more fully, honour Him.  

Heavenly Father I confess that my natural tendency is towards pride, in its many guises and 
disguises. I have always wanted to show that I am self-assured and self-confident in front of other 
people, and yet I now begin to realise that I am in fact displaying pride in the form of selfishness and 
self-indulgence. Forgive me Lord, for I now realise that I have been relying on myself for all I need 
instead of trusting my life into YOUR hands. Lord I see now that I have been feeding my old sin 
nature, instead of allowing my new life in Christ to grow - a wonderful new born-again nature which 
You gave me the moment I trusted You as Saviour. Lord I live in this mortal body and have a fallible 
mind but I desire, in Your strength to be clothed in humility and grace, which I now see only comes 
from You. (and not as I thought … from me trying to act humbly in front of other people!) Change me 
Lord and teach me to submit to Your working in my life. Help me I pray, to clothe myself in humility 
and truth. by allowing the Holy Spirit to work in me so deeply, that people will start to see Jesus in 
my life, and not the old prideful person I used to be. I ask this in Jesus' name, Amen.3 

                                                           
2 Ellicott’s Commentary for English Readers. https://biblehub.com/commentaries/1_samuel/1-11.htm 
3 Prayer for Humility of Heart 
https://prayer.knowing-jesus.com/Prayers-for-Humility 
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