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What does it mean to live a life of honour? At a time when Abraham was still ‘Abram’, he was developing 
his understanding of the God who had spoken to him. God was referred to as El Elyon or “God Most High” 
(the highest of the gods). From today’s passage, we discover that a life of honour is one that: 

 Is lived with valour (courage) and wisdom, relying on God for victory; 
 Is a life that values others and invests in relationships; and 
 Prioritises virtue, where right behaviour and reputation is of higher value than material wealth. 

  
GETTING STARTED: Many families have a story of an urgent trip to the hospital casualty department. 
While we sat in the waiting room at Katoomba Hospital, holding a child whose chin was bleeding profusely, 
an ambulance arrived, delivering a young carpenter who’d had a fight with a nail gun. What is an incident 
that has happened to you? How stressed were you? Did you have time to think about anything else? 
 

READ: GENESIS 14:11-24 
  
The narrative in Gen 14:1-10 seems like superfluous detail, describing a particular conflict between 
multiple ‘kingdoms’ in the land of Canaan, except that it mentions the city of Sodom. In Gen 13, there had 
been a conflict between the household of Abram and the household of his nephew, Lot. Abram gave his 
nephew ‘first pick’ of where he wanted to live and in Gen 13:11-13, we read:  

“So Lot chose for himself all the plain of the Jordan, and Lot journeyed eastward; thus they separated 
from each other. Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled among the cities of the Plain 
and moved his tent as far as Sodom. Now the people of Sodom were wicked, great sinners against 
the LORD.” 

By Gen 14:12, Lot was living ‘in Sodom’. In Gen 14:3, we discover that the Elamites, under King 
Chedorlaomer, dominated the land and Sodom was one of the kingdoms that were his subjects for 12 
years. As the Elamites went out to expand their rule and influence, five of the kingdoms rebelled against 
his rule. The armies of these five kingdoms lined up against the armies of Chedorlaomer and his three 
allies, but they still lost and their armies fled. Because he was living in Sodom, Lot became part of the 
plunder and spoils of war that were captured by Chedorlaomer. Then we read that “A man who had 
escaped, came and reported this to Abram the Hebrew.” (Gen 14:13) 
 

 We read that “Abram was living near the great trees of Mamre the Amorite, a brother of Eshkol and 
Aner, all of whom were allied with Abram.” Abram had kept out of the tribal conflicts that were 
happening on the plains. When Abram heard that Lot was now a prisoner, what choices do you 
think he had?  

 

When we think of armies, we maybe have a mental picture of thousands of people on a battle field. These 
‘kingdoms’ were city-states, predominantly occupied by the descendants of one person. As a result, the 
kings made alliances with other kingdoms to maintain control/ power. In the household of Abram, Gen 
14:14 tells us Abram only had 318 trained men, plus he had the three Amorite brothers (Mamre, Eshkol 
and Aner) as allies. To go into fight against the Elamites would also mean dealing with the three armies of 
Shinar, Ellasar and Goyim who were allies of Elam. Abram’s ‘army’ was immediately outnumbered. To 
rescue Lot would require, not so much military might, but courage, wise military tactics and decisive action. 
 

 Read Gen 14:15-16. What do we discover about Abram’s rescue mission? How did he implement 
and execute this? What does this tell us about the level of planning that went into this mission? 

 

 Read Ps 20:6-9 and Isaiah 31:1-3. In Isaiah 31, the warning to God’s people was about making 
alliances with Egypt with the expectation that, by making an alliance and becoming a vassal of 
Egypt, they would be automatically safe from military attack by Babylon and Assyria. What do these 
verses tell us, about where we need to turn, for our safety, security and victory? 

 

After the battle, two kings came out to meet Abram: Melchizadek, the King of Salem and Bera, the King of 
Sodom. They came for different reasons and with different motives. The King of Salem came with a 
blessing and a gift, of bread and wine. He asked that El Elyon would bless Abram. He praised El Elyon. 
For the other kings to have been defeated meant that their ‘gods’ were weaker and less powerful than the 
God of Abram, that he also served and who had given Abram this victory. 

 As a result of the exchange, “Abram gave him a tenth of everything.” (Gen 14:20) What would have 
been included in the plunder that Abram gave him?  
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[Melchizadek] “Brought out bread and wine.” “The precise significance of this gesture is uncertain. 
Clearly it was a token of goodwill … What is being portrayed, however, is the generosity of 
Melchizedek. Bread and water would have been the staple diet. Bread and wine is royal fare (1 Sam 
16:20) and regularly accompanied animal sacrifice (Num 15:2–10; 1 Sam 1:24; 10:3). Melchizedek, 
who in traditional Near Eastern fashion combined the offices of king and priest, should have had 
ample supplies of bread and wine. Here he is portrayed as laying on a royal banquet for Abram the 
returning conqueror.”1 

 In what ways do generosity and hospitality, examples of giving honour to others?  
 

 Melchizadek’s gift to Abram was costly. Abram’s decision to ‘tithe’ the plunder and give it to 
Melchizadek was costly. What does the value of the gifts tell us about the value they placed on 
those relationships and their investment in that? 
 

 Abram also kept back part of the plunder as “the share that belongs to the men who went with 
me—to Aner, Eshkol and Mamre.” (Gen 14:24) What does it say about Abram, that he also 
rewarded people who were outside his family group, for their commitment and service to him? 

 

“The meanness of the king of Sodom stands in stark contrast to Melchizedek’s warm generosity. 
Sodom brought nothing, whereas Melchizedek brought out bread and wine. Melchizedek blessed 
Abram. Sodom makes a short, almost rude demand of just six words: “Give me people; take property 
yourself.” There is none of the customary courtesy here. The word order (note how he mentions 
“giving” before “taking”) reflects Sodom’s ungracious self-centeredness. As their rescuer, Abram 
presumably had a right to both the people and the property that he had recovered. Certainly he does 
not expect his allies to forfeit their share; cf. v 24.”2 
 

 What did Bera want? (Gen 14:21) Was Abram under any obligation to accede to this request? Why/ 
why not? 
 

 What did Abram see was an underlying motive behind Bera’s request? (Gen 14:23) 
 

Walton highlights that, for Abram, the military expedition wasn’t “about the money”.  
“Abram refuses any share due him with the explanation that he is under oath to El Elyon (whom he 
identifies as Yahweh) not to profit from his military action. This agreement perhaps occasions the 
composition of a document to formalize the terms by which Abram legally renounces his claims.”3 
 
“This request provokes a negative response from Abram. He does not wish to enrich himself from 
his expedition. (Earlier he had done quite well in Egypt and only too eagerly accepted Pharaoh’s 
lavish gifts.) In public he takes an oath that he will personally accept nothing. He requests only that 
the king of Sodom be responsible for the rations of his soldiers (v. 24).”4 

 
In many professions and government jobs, there are rules around conflicts of interest and receiving gifts 
from customers, so not to compromise our integrity and reputation. My profession’s code of ethics identifies 
that “a self-interest or familiarity threat to objectivity may be created if a gift from a client is accepted; an 
intimidation threat to objectivity may result from the possibility of such offers being made public.”5  
 

 While Melchizedek (rightly) stated that Abram’s victory and prosperity came from God, Abram knew 
that Sodom might later intimidate him with the comment “I made you rich” so Abram relinquished 
ownership of the plunder. What does his action suggest about: 

o Abram’s desire to keep his reputation? 
 

o Abram’s commitment to attributing that his victory and prosperity came from God? 
 

 Part of Melchizedek’s name is the Hebrew word tsedeq,6 which means righteous/ righteousness. 
What part does being righteous and virtuous in our behaviour, have, in honouring God? 

 
REFLECT, SHARE & PRAY: A life that honours God requires courage and wisdom, reliance on God for 
victory, a commitment to investing in relationships (including honouring and valuing others) and a 
commitment to righteous and virtuous behaviour. What challenges are you facing, where you need God’s 
help, to act in ways that honour God? 
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