
Springwood Baptist Church: Term 3, 2020           Series: James        Week 1: Practical Wisdom 

 
This week, we are starting a seven-week series on the book of James. For many TAFE and university 
students, their studies have now moved ‘on-line’. This may be ok for lectures and tutorials, to learn the 
‘theory’, but it is a challenge for students where their courses have a ‘practical’ and/ or placement 
component. James is a book that majors on putting our faith into practice, especially when life is difficult.  
 
GETTING STARTED: What is a skill that you had to learn by ‘doing’ and where you had to practice that 
skill to get experience, before you were felt confident? What things did you have to master? How did you 
find out whether you were deemed or assessed to be ‘competent’ (or not)? 
 

READ: JAMES 1:1-18 [NRSV] 
 

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes in the 
Dispersion: Greetings. 2 My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any kind, 
consider it nothing but joy, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
endurance; 4 and let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be mature and 
complete, lacking in nothing. 5 If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to 
all generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be given you. 6 But ask in faith, never 
doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven and tossed by the 
wind; 7, 8 for the doubter, being double-minded and unstable in every way, must not 
expect to receive anything from the Lord. 9 Let the believer who is lowly boast in being 
raised up, 10 and the rich in being brought low, because the rich will disappear like a 
flower in the field. 11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the field; its 
flower falls, and its beauty perishes. It is the same way with the rich; in the midst of a 
busy life, they will wither away. 12 Blessed is anyone who endures temptation. Such a 
one has stood the test and will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to 
those who love him. 13 No one, when tempted, should say, “I am being tempted by God”; 
for God cannot be tempted by evil and he himself tempts no one. 14 But one is tempted 
by one’s own desire, being lured and enticed by it; 15 then, when that desire has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin, and that sin, when it is fully grown, gives birth to 
death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved. 17 Every generous act of giving, with every 
perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change. 18 In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth 
by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.  

 
 In the margin, write down the key words that stand out for you. What words keep being repeated?  

 

 What does this passage teach us about the nature and character of God? 
 

 Steve broke up the passage, to highlight some key themes. What themes do you notice in: 
o v2-4 

 
o v5 

 
o v6-8 

 
o v9-11 

 
o v12 

 
o v13-16 

 
o v17-18 

 Finish the following sentence: When trouble comes, a person who is ‘mature’ and ‘complete’ in 
their faith, demonstrates that faith by … 

 

 Consider the following thoughts from Nystrom: “The idea of wisdom is of key significance for James. 
Wisdom is not primarily of human derivation. Rather, true wisdom: 
• is a good gift from heaven that has the capacity to render us truly the children of God (1:17–18) 
• is the gift of God through prayer that assists the Christian during times of trial and helps us 

understand why God allows adversity (1:5–8) 
• is the source of a variety of Christian virtues that God desires to develop in the lives of believers 

(3:17) 
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• serves as the pure counterpoint to the evil desire within us 
• is linked to peace and health within the community (3:17), and to discernment with regard to healing 

(5:14–15). 
In the Old Testament, wisdom is closely linked to the work of the Holy Spirit. Isaiah 11:2, for instance, 
says, “The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him - the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding.””1  
 In James 1:6-8, we read that we must ask God for wisdom. One habit that I have formed, is to pray, 

(especially when I’m working) “Lord, give me wisdom”. This is particularly essential when I’m having 
difficult discussions or resolving complex work problems. What was one time/ situation, where you 
asked God for wisdom and he provided you with the insight you needed to negotiate that situation?  

 

 Steve noted how knowledge, wisdom and life 
experience work together. Our knowledge of how God has 
acted in the past gives us hope for the future. When hard times 
come, we must choose to either 1/ to work through the trial 
with God’s help, trusting him, which then strengthens/ grows 
our faith, or 2/ to doubt, be tossed about by the circumstances 
and be tempted to fall into sin. What was one hard life 
experience which helped you grow in your trust in God/ faith? 
 

 In James, we get the sense that God is ‘playing the long game’ in our life. While we might want to 
aim, in the short-term, for personal wellbeing, happiness and success, God has a longer-term plan 
for us. In James 1:9-12, what are some of the benefits of adopting a long-term perspective re life 
situations (incl financial circumstances) and faithfully trusting God/ being joyful through all that? 

 

 Steve highlighted that Christians might be tempted to see a contradiction between the message of 
James, especially when compared to the writings of the apostle Paul. Eg Martin Luther ‘gelled’ with 
Paul’s writing about faith and grace, but disliked the book of James and James’ emphasis on faith and 
works. Steve used the following points to show that the two writers had different emphases due to 
differences in audience and the time when they were writing but their letters were not contradictory.  

James 
➢ Stresses the work of the Christian in relation to faith 
➢ Is concerned that the outcome of faith is fruit, so that no one is able to confuse creed with Christianity 
➢ Writes shortly after the Resurrection, when the church is Jewish and the OT is well known 
➢ Focusses on outward serving faith from the Christian’s perspective 
 
Paul 
➢ Stresses the work of Christ in relation to faith 
➢ Is concerned that the object of faith is Christ, unmixed with self-reliance or self-righteousness 
➢ Writes later, when the conversion of Gentiles raised questions not previously asked or thought of 
➢ Focuses on inner saving faith from God’s perspective  

 What were your thoughts about these points? Do you agree or disagree with them? Compare them 
with Paul’s words in Phil 2:12-13. (below) What did Paul mean by “work out your own salvation”? 
12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who 
is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

 

APPLICATION: The goal that James sets for us is spiritual maturity and becoming more like Christ. Steve 
encouraged us to read about spiritual disciplines, to adopt one and to make it a habit. He also commented 
that habits thrive in community, so challenged us to connect with 1 or 2 other believers to do this together.  

“God has given us the Disciplines of the spiritual life as a means of receiving his grace. The 
Disciplines allow us to place ourselves before God so that he can transform us.”2  

Inhabit podcast https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/inhabit/id1456064845 
Spiritual Disciplines  https://renovare.org/about/ideas/spiritual-disciplines 
Six Spiritual Traditions  https://renovare.org/about/ideas/the-six-streams 
> What is one spiritual discipline that you want to start? 
> What will be the cue or reminder that you will set for yourself? 
> Who are you going to do this journey with? 

                              > What reward will you set yourself, for completing that each day or month? 

 
1 Nystrom, D. P. (1997). James. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House. p26. 
2 Quoted from: Richard J. Foster, Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth 
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1286037-celebration-of-discipline-the-path-to-spiritual-growth?page=4 
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