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In last week’s passage, James challenged the church about judging people, while failing to be merciful. 
(Jas 2:12-13) A little earlier, he reminded the church of the command to “Love your neighbour as yourself” 
(Jas 2:8). He condemned the practice of giving pride of place to the rich, while shunning and demeaning 
the poorer members of their congregation. The apostle Paul had highlighted that there is no distinction in 
the kingdom of God, between the “slave” and the “free” man. (Gal 3:28) As we don’t have a ‘slave’ class 
in our society, the import of this comment may be lost on us. We can forget that a person may have chosen 
to become a slave / sell himself, in order to pay debts or to get money to feed their family, because a 
person was destitute and had no other option. There may have been any number of reasons why a person 
was destitute. In the first half of James 2, we are told not to judge or put down the poor among us. In the 
second half of James 2, we read that it should be a natural outflow of our faith, to see these people as 
brothers, identify their physical needs, and to act mercifully, in a practical way, to help meet those needs. 
 
GETTING STARTED: As a student at ACU, one of my daughters had to learn about the Catholic Social 
Teaching framework, as part of her allied health course. Below are five of the ten principles, copied from 
the Centacare Brisbane website. What new insights do you glean from this framework? What does it say 
about the motivation(s) for “loving our neighbour”? What do they say about some of the expected benefits, 
both for churches and the wider community, when we act to help the vulnerable and disadvantaged? 
 

1. The Principle of Respect for Human Dignity 
Human dignity emerges neither from what people accomplish or own, but because we are created 
in the image and likeness of God. Consequently, every person is worthy of respect simply by virtue 
of being a human being. People do not lose the right to being treated with respect because of disability, 
poverty, age, lack of success or race, let alone gain the right to be treated with greater respect because 
of what they own or accomplish. 
3. The Principle of Association 
The human person is not only sacred, but also social. We cannot consider a person simply as an 
isolated individual but as part of a rich tapestry of relationships. When making decisions which 
impact on the lives of others, we must consider how it impacts on that person’s connections with 
family, friends and the wider community. 
5. The Principle of Preferential Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 
In a world where we see deepening divisions between rich and poor, the powerful and the powerless, 
the Catholic tradition reminds us that God stands firmly on the side of the most marginalised 
members of society. While every person’s needs are important, we must consider first and foremost 
how the lives of the most vulnerable people are impacted or enhanced by decisions we make. 
6. The Principle of Solidarity 
We are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers. Learning to practice the virtue of solidarity means learning 
that ‘loving our neighbour’ is not, in the words of Pope John Paul II, “a feeling of vague compassion 
or shallow distress at the misfortunes of so many people. On the contrary, it is a firm and persevering 
determination to commit oneself to the common good; that is to say, to the good of all and of each 
individual, because we are all really responsible for all.” 
10. The Principle of Common Good 
A community is genuinely healthy when every single person is flourishing. This is not the 
utilitarian formula of the greatest good for the greatest number, but the moral formula of the greatest 
good for all, simply on the basis that they are human beings and therefore inherently worthy of respect.1 

 
READ: JAMES 2:14-26 
 
 What did you notice/ what things stood out, as you just read the passage?  

 
 What things did you take away from the sermon this week? 

 

 Peter M referred to four views or types of faith: 
 Salvation by works WITHOUT faith. ie a belief that salvation is the reward for doing good works 

through our lives (apart from faith in Jesus) or that “only bad people go to hell”.  
 Salvation by belief alone WITHOUT works (ie ‘NATO’ faith … no action, talk only) James refers 

to this as ‘dead’ or ‘useless’ faith. (James 2:20) 
 Salvation by faith PLUS works (ie where you believe that you need to do certain things in order 

for faith to be or be seen as genuine) 
 Saved by faith THAT works. ie where the fruit of our faith is seen in the works / deeds that we 

do. (James 2:18b) This fruit is a natural outflow of God working in our life and changing us.  
 

1 https://centacarebrisbane.net.au/about/our-faith/  
https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/schools/just-visiting/cst-for-best-practice  
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 Which one of Peter’s categories, most accurately describes your faith today? Has your view of faith 
– and the way you live out your faith - changed over the years?  
 

 Many of us have grown up, being taught that certain actions were essential or mandatory, in order 
for us be a ‘good Christian’. This may include attending church, prayer, bible reading, serving at 
church, etc. Many of these are good disciplines and habits which feed our faith, help us grow in our 
relationship with God and build up our community. These are as fundamental as food and exercise 
are, to our physical bodies. However, they don’t, in and of themselves, make us right with God.  

 
 Have you ever been got into the habit of viewing your salvation, as being intricately connected with 

what you “do” (or what you want other people to see you doing) rather than what you ‘are’, as a 
child of God, saved by grace through faith? In what way is that thought pattern bad / unhelpful? 

 

 “The second half of Jas 2 continues to unpack the theme of riches and poverty, a point often missed 
because of the inordinate attention given to the apparent contradiction between v20–26 and Paul’s 
principle of justification by faith alone. But James’s insistence that faith without works is dead 
follows as a corollary from the theme of v1–13, further illustrated by the shocking refusal of some 
so-called Christians to offer even the slightest help to the most destitute in their midst (v14–17).”2 

 
 Read Matt 7:21-23; 25:31-46. In James 2:15-16, James criticises people for failing to act, when a 

brother or sister blatantly lacks clothes and daily food. In his teaching about the coming judgement, 
Jesus condemned people who claim to follow him, but fail to act when they see people who have 
very real needs. What situations have you been in, where you have seen needs, but failed to act?   
I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I 
was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick 
and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 45 “He 
will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for 
me.’ 46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” (Matt 25) 

 

 In his letter, John wrote: 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need 
but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not 
love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. (1 Jn 3:17-18) 7 Dear friends, let us love 
one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 
God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. … 11 Dear friends, since 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love 
one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. (1 John 4:7-8,11-12)  

 Peter spoke of our faith moving from our head, to our hearts/ emotions, to our wills and into action. 
In the same way, the apostle John saw the need for us to be motivated by God’s love towards us, 
then show the same love to others. Or, as Paul saw it: The only thing that counts is faith expressing 
itself through love. (Gal 5:6b) If we are cold, hard people, who lack pity and mercy toward those 
who are in need, what do these verses say about us, our faith and our relationship with God? 

 

 In James 2:21-25, the actions of Abraham (a god fearer) [Gen 22] and Rahab (a Jericho prostitute 
and Gentile) [Josh 2] are mentioned. They were “considered righteous” because they acted on 
their faith, even though it involved great risk. Abraham was also “called God’s friend”. (Jas 2:23) In 
the OT, righteousness and justice were linked. God’s people were required to act rightly and justly.   

 Is it helpful to think of ‘righteousness’ in this context of providing help, as ‘doing the right thing’ to/ 
for others? In what way is providing aid, enacting/ bringing forth justice? In what way does serving 
and helping others, demonstrate the genuineness of our faith and our relationship with God?  
 

APPLICATION: “Those who claim to be believers but offer not the slightest aid to Christians in dire need, 
whom they are in a position to help, demonstrate the emptiness of their claims. True saving faith will by 
nature produce good works, as illustrated by examples as diverse as Abraham and Rahab.”3  

 HEAD – What have you learnt from the study this week? What questions do you still have?  

 HEART – What has challenged you, personally?  

 HANDS – What are you going to do about it this week? 

 
2 Blomberg, C. L., & Kamell, M. J. (2008). James (Vol. 16). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. p125. 
3 Blomberg, C. L., & Kamell, M. J. (2008). James (Vol. 16). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. p126. 


