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Last week, we looked at our attitudes, particularly envy and selfish ambition, compared to humility. This 
week, this flows into the issue of how we deal with our money. As a CA, I have looked after the financial 
and tax affairs of many businesses and individuals. Some clients have had massive investment and 
property portfolios, as well as large bank balances. While they had that in common, different people have 
very different attitudes to their wealth, making money and about philanthropy / giving. Leadership guru Jim 
Collins notes leaders of companies can become arrogant when they taste success. That affects how they 
treat their customers, supply chain and their staff. For companies to move from ‘good’ to ‘great’, leaders 
need both the ‘will’ to improve, but also humility.1 John Dickson has summed up one lesson from today’s 
passage, with the comment: “Humility is more about how I treat others than how I think about myself.”2 
 
GETTING STARTED: Roger commented about the amount of time it took to plan the details of various 
mission trips, yet how frequently there had been things that didn’t go ‘to plan’. In each situation, they had 
to respond by prayerfully committing the situation to God and being reliant on God to intervene. What has 
been a situation, where things didn’t go ‘to plan’ and God answered your prayers? Has there been a 
situation where you committed your way to God (in line with Prov 3:5-6), but then you felt God either ‘stop’ 
you from going in that direction or to do something different? What was the result of listening to the Spirit? 
 
READ: JAMES 4:13-17; 5:1-6 
 

 What did you notice/ what things stood out, as you just read the passage?  
 

 What things did you take away from the sermon this week? 
 

 In Proverbs 27:1, we read the words: “Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a 
day may bring.” When we started 2019, we didn’t know that it would be a year that would culminate 
with terrible bushfires. When we started 2020, we didn’t know when the bushfires would end and 
we never anticipated the onset of a global pandemic. What plans did you make at the beginning of 
2020? Did you make any particular investments or book a holiday or change job? How certain were 
you that these things would eventuate or would succeed? How do you balance the ‘risk’ of future 
uncertainty, with the need to live life and make plans?  

 When we attend a funeral, we are reminded very quickly, that our lives are short, insubstantial and 
transitory. Moo comments that this last section of James gives us some implications of a Christian 
worldview. Jas “4:13–17 prohibits an arrogant, boastful attitude that neglects to take into account 
the transitoriness of this life. In 5:1–6 James pronounces judgment on rich oppressors because 
they have lived lives of self-centred luxury ‘in the last days’: days that are quickly moving towards 
a climactic day of judgment. Christians, on the other hand, must exercise patience as they wait for 
this day to dawn, and should remain steadfast in their faith as they encounter trials (5:7-11).”3  

 In James 4:14, we read “What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little while and 
then vanishes.” Our lives are compared to ‘mist’ or a ‘puff of smoke’. Similar thoughts are found 
elsewhere in Scripture, eg “Job 7:7, 9, 16 and Psalm 39:5–6 describe life as a ‘breath’.” “Whatever 
the exact meaning, James obviously intends to emphasize the extremely short duration of life.”4 
How do you feel about this picture? Does it affect how you live your life? Eg do you take less risks? 
Do you want to experience as much of life as you can? Do you spend more time with people?  
 

 As Christians, we talk about the ‘sovereignty of God’. We express that Jesus is ‘Lord’ and talk 
about the lordship of Christ. When we get to James 4:15, we might stop and ask: what does it 
mean for God to be sovereign over the stuff of our individual lives and where does personal 
responsibility and choice come into play? We are all making decisions, all day, every day, about 
how we use our time, what we buy and things we do. James is talking to Christians and intentionally 
refers to God as “the Lord”. Moo comments that:  

“What must be recognized is that this world is not a closed system; that an influence quite outside the 
material sphere ultimately determines the success and failure of plans - indeed, the very continuation 
of life itself.  … the will of the Lord is to be acknowledged as the condition under which the Christian is 
to view both his life itself and his specific plans. … What James encourages is not the constant 
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verbalization of the formula If the Lord wills, which can easily become a glib and meaningless recitation, 
but a sincere appreciation for God’s control of affairs and for his specific will for us.5   

 When we have health issues or are in a car accident, we might suddenly be very aware that we 
are only living and have our breath, because God has protected and continues to sustain us. 
Literally, “if the Lord wills, we will live …”. How much are you reliant on God for your daily breath 
and you daily bread – as much as for his protection and blessing in doing “this or that”?  

 

 In James 4:16, JB “Phillips perfectly captures the resultant meaning: ‘you get a certain pride in 
yourself in planning your future with such confidence’. It is this ‘pride of life’, this arrogant sense of 
self-sufficiency and self-importance, that John deplores as characteristic of the world (1 John 2:16; 
see also Rom. 1:30; 2 Tim. 3:4). People not only leave God out of account in planning their lives; 
it is the essence of sin that they brag about it as well - ‘I’ takes centre-stage in place of God. This 
kind of boasting is evil, then, not because of the arrogant manner in which it is done; it is evil 
because the objects of the boasting are instances of arrogant disregard for God.”6  

 The comments by Douglas Moo (above) highlight that it is really easy for any of us, to remove God 
out of the centre of our lives and start to trust in our own self-sufficiency. We can think that we are 
in total control of our lives – and leave God out of the picture. At what times in your life have you 
felt that you had to trust God totally for your situation? And at what times of your life, have you felt 
that you have been in the ‘driver’s seat’, so God really didn’t need to have a say in your life? 
 

 In James 4:17, James turns the argument around, saying that “Anyone, then, who knows the right 
thing to do and fails to do it, commits sin.” Sin isn’t just about what we do – but also about what we 
fail to do. Our attitude towards God, life and money affects how we treat others. Read the following 
words from Luke 12:29-34, which act as a segue into James 5. What specific things does Jesus 
teach us, about how to use and view our wealth?  

29 “And don’t be concerned about what to eat and what to drink. Don’t worry about such things. 30 
These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers all over the world, but your Father already knows 
your needs. 31 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and he will give you everything you need. 32 
“So don’t be afraid, little flock. For it gives your Father great happiness to give you the Kingdom. 33 
“Sell your possessions and give to those in need. This will store up treasure for you in heaven! And 
the purses of heaven never get old or develop holes. Your treasure will be safe; no thief can steal it 
and no moth can destroy it. 34 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. 
 

 After spending time talking about the transience of life, James turns to talking about the transience 
of wealth. He depicts rotting riches and moth-eaten clothes, while rust consumes gold and silver 
stocks. Additionally, wealth is depicted as a flesh-eating ulcer. The rationale for this acquisitiveness 
was to store up treasure for the last days. Roger referenced Jesus’ parable of the rich fool in Luke 
12:13-21, who had lots of possessions, grain and barns “laid up for many years”. This man thought 
his ‘stash’ would allow him to retire comfortably and not have to work. He thought he didn’t need 
to think about God, but God reminded him that life is not all about the ‘stuff’ we own.  

 At some time in our lives, we have all lost a treasured possession, whether because we were 
forgetful (eg the school jumper), accidental damage (eg a car accident), theft, decline in value of 
an investment or through natural disasters such as fires and floods. Any loss is, at minimum, 
upsetting and, at worst, has the potential to break us, especially when we have to rebuild our homes 
from scratch. In James 5:1-3, the rich are set to lose everything they’ve stored up “for the last days”, 
so needed to “weep and wail for the miseries that are coming”. How do you feel about the idea of 
‘grieving’ for the loss of ‘stuff’? Some would say, “it’s only stuff” and it can be replaced. How did 
you come to terms with that loss? What has God taught you through that experience?  

 In James 5:4-6, we are confronted with the issue of injustice perpetrated by those who are 
employers and landowners, particularly through wage theft and being unjust to those who were 
doing the hard, manual work, of mowing and harvesting the fields. It was back-breaking work and 
paid low wages. The bosses profited from their work, which meant that they lived “in luxury and in 
pleasure”. Who are the people who do work for you? How do you ensure they are paid fairly? 

 
APPLICATION: Scripture repeatedly tells us that our days are numbered. (Ps 139:16) and a Psalmist’s 
prayer is “So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.” (Ps 90:10-12) Both our 
days and our money are things we need to ‘steward’. How can we best use our ‘days’ to build God’s 
kingdom? How can we best use our finances, both to build God’s kingdom and help those in need? 
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For Reflection: Roger used the following diagrams to illustrate how wealthy we are, compared to people 
in other parts of the world. Take time to reflect on how much your home, car and other assets are worth. 
What things can you do, to help alleviate poverty for another person or family in another part of the world? 

 

 

 

 


