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Today, Bob Mendolsohn from ‘Jews for Jesus’ shared some lessons that we can learn about Christ and 
the Feast of the Tabernacles (or Booths). The requirements and offerings for the Jewish festival of Sukkot 
are found in Lev 23:33-43, Num 29:12-39 and Deut 16:13-16. This festival was the setting for the events 
in John Chapters 7-9, where we find Jesus speaking of himself as the light of the world and as living water. 
However, it is also a critical to Zechariah 14:16-19, where the nations were to come to Jerusalem to 
worship the Lord Almighty with the Jews.  

“The word “Sukkot” means “booths,” and refers to the temporary dwellings that (Jews) are 
commanded to live in during this holiday. The name of the holiday is frequently translated “The 
Feast of Tabernacles,” which, like many translations of technical Jewish terms, isn’t terribly useful 
unless you already know what the term is referring to. The Hebrew pronunciation of Sukkot is “Sue 
COAT,” … Like Passover and Shavu’ot (Pentecost), Sukkot has a dual significance: historical and 
agricultural. The holiday commemorates the forty-year period during which the children of Israel 
were wandering in the desert, living in temporary shelters. Sukkot is also a harvest festival, and is 
sometimes referred to as Chag Ha-Asif, the Festival of Ingathering.”1 

 

 What things did you take away from Bob’s sermon this week? 
 
READ: LEVITICUS 23:33-43 (Below) 
 
Listen for the following words: seven, festival, holy, offerings, fire, rest, work, know, celebrate 

 What is the importance of each of these things? What things did the people need to do? What did 
they need to stop doing during this festival? 
 

The Festival of Booths 
33 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 34 Speak to the people of Israel, saying: On the fifteenth day of this 
seventh month, and lasting seven days, there shall be the festival of booths to the LORD. 35 The first day 
shall be a holy convocation; you shall not work at your occupations. 36 Seven days you shall present 
the LORD’s offerings by fire; on the eighth day you shall observe a holy convocation and present the LORD’s 
offerings by fire; it is a solemn assembly; you shall not work at your occupations. 37 These are the appointed 
festivals of the LORD, which you shall celebrate as times of holy convocation, for presenting to 
the LORD offerings by fire—burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings, each on its 
proper day— 38 apart from the sabbaths of the LORD, and apart from your gifts, and apart from all your 
votive offerings, and apart from all your freewill offerings, which you give to the LORD. 39 Now, the fifteenth 
day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the produce of the land, you shall keep the festival 
of the LORD, lasting seven days; a complete rest on the first day, and a complete rest on the eighth 
day. 40 On the first day you shall take the fruit of majestic trees, branches of palm trees, boughs of leafy 
trees, and willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days. 41 You 
shall keep it as a festival to the LORD seven days in the year; you shall keep it in the seventh month as a 
statute forever throughout your generations. 42 You shall live in booths for seven days; all that are citizens 
in Israel shall live in booths, 43 so that your generations may know that I made the people of Israel live in 
booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.  

 Bob told us that there are two commands in the Lev 43 passage: 1/ “remember” / know (v43) and 
2/ “rejoice” / celebrate (v39, 41). By repeating the words of Is 12:2, they declared God had done a 
work of salvation. In proclaiming that, they encouraged each other to continually put their trust in 
God to again work acts of salvation. But the God who saved the Jews is also able to save the 
gentiles. Remembering leads to rejoicing, confidence, teaching children, teaching others and for 
God to be glorified. In Numbers 29, they were instructed to sacrifice 70 bulls, which Bob highlighted, 
was a symbol of the 70 nations. On one hand, the Jews celebrated their own rescue from bondage 
and salvation out of exile from a foreign pagan land. However, their actions also foreshadowed the 
rescue and salvation of the Gentiles, by offering a sacrifice for the nations.   

 Reflect on the following words from Isaiah 12. Why was Israel supposed to make known the mighty 
deeds of the LORD God among the nations? What was supposed to be the end result?  
12 You will say in that day: I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you were angry with me, 
your anger turned away, and you comforted me. 2 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will 
not be afraid, for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation. 3 With 
joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4 And you will say in that day: Give thanks to 

 
1 https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/sukkot  
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the LORD, call on his name; make known his deeds among the nations; proclaim that his name is 
exalted. 5 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. 
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 

 In a time when the people were reliant on working the land, in order to eat, the command to stop 
work for a week and converge on Jerusalem plus bring offerings to the Lord, was an act of trust. 
They were to bring a harvest offering, before the start of the rainy season, as an act of trust that 
God would bring the rain. These actions acknowledged that God is both creator and provider.   

 Read the following words from Zech 14:16-17. After a great battle in Jerusalem, it is expected that 
the nations will worship at Jerusalem. In his teaching, Jesus said that God, in his mercy, gives 
sunlight and rain to the evil and just, alike. (Matt 5:45) But, in a future time, God will only send rain 
on those who acknowledge and submit to his Lordship. Is this just? (cf Rom 1:18-20)  
16 Then all who survive of the nations that have come against Jerusalem shall go up year after year 
to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the festival of booths. 17 If any of the families 
of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, there will be no rain 
upon them.  

 

 Bob referred to the book, Christ In the Feast of the Tabernacles2. On the next page, there is a 
summary table from this book, which highlights three themes that come through from this 
celebration: light, water and God’s dwelling. From John 7-9, we read of events that occurred while 
Jesus attended this festival in Jerusalem. During this time, he announced that he is the living water 
(John 7:37-39) and the light of the world (John 8:12-20). In the Jewish Encyclopedia, the writers 
note the symbolism of pouring out of water.  
“The libation of water (Suk. iv. 1, 42b) was a ceremony to which grave importance was attached. The 
custom may perhaps be traced to the very ancient practise of drawing and pouring out water at religious 
services as reported in I Sam. vii. 6. It is regarded as symbolic of rain, which, as has been seen, was 

already associated by Zechariah with the festival, and which is more clearly connected with it in 
later literature. So the statement is made … that at Tabernacles judgment is passed in regard to 
the rain.”3  

 Through Scripture, the outpouring of the Spirit is linked with the image of rain. (eg Joel 2:28-32) 
Yet, the Spirit is also seen as the seal and guarantee that we are children of God. (Eph 1:13, 4:30, 
2 Cor 1:22) In this context, what do you think Jesus was saying, when he said the following words? 
37 On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38 and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has 
said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” 39 Now he said this about the 
Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was 
not yet glorified. (John 7:37-39) 
 

 Bob spoke about the healing of the blind man in John 9. When Jesus sent the blind man down to 
the pool of Siloam, with mud on his face, he sent him down a significant slope (ie OH&S issues!) 
and it wasn’t the closest pool, either. Yet, this story gives a stark picture, of how “The people who 
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them 
light has shined.” (Is 9;2, Matt 4:16)   

 Bob commented that the giant torches lit during this festival spread light through Jerusalem. Reflect 
on the story from John 9:1-10, 25, 30-32. (Below) What do we learn from this man’s testimony?  

9 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man 
or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was 
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while 
it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When 
he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s 
eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and 
came back able to see. 8 The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is 
this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is 
someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes 
opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to 
Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He 
said, “I do not know.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though 
I was blind, now I see.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 
from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one 
who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the 
eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 

 
2 Brickner, D, (2006) Christ in the Feast of the Tabernacles. (Chicago, Il: Moody Publishers), p104. 
3 https://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/14103-sukkot-feast-of  
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