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Lasting fruit: The fruit of obedience  

I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear 
fruit (John 15:16) 

This week’s passage moves from fruit … to wheat! In John 15, we 
read about “much fruit”, but in John 12, the same words are 
translated into English as “many seeds” or a great harvest. Jesus 
challenges us to think about what we prioritise and how we spend 
our lives. If we prioritise ourselves, it’s unlikely we’ll have “fruitful” 
lives. But a life of obedience – and of prioritising the glory of God – 
will bear much eternal fruit. 
 
SHARE SOMETHING FROM YOUR LIFE 

• What is something that you really enjoy doing, either on your own, or with friends or family? How 
does it enrich your life? Do you struggle to find time for that activity? Do you have to consciously 
make time for it? 
 

Read John 12:20-30. 
 
WHERE’S YOUR FOCUS?  
The mood in Jerusalem was at fever pitch. Think World Cup fever. Or Sydney Olympics. Crowds of Jews, 
both from the surrounding areas and from other countries (such as Greece), were arriving for the festival of 
the Passover. Not only had Jesus healed people, but he’d also recently brought a dead person – Lazarus – 
back from the dead.  As Jesus entered Jerusalem, he received adulation, similar to that of a sporting hero or 
statesman. Though he rode a donkey, rather than a warhorse, many had great expectations that Jesus was 
set to be a great political liberator from the oppression of Rome. 
 
For many people, Jesus was the centre of attention. Some had heard of his fame and deliberately wanted 
to find and meet him. But, instead of being buoyed by the adulation and popularity, Jesus is surprisingly 
cool-headed, even numb to, if not consciously blocking out, all the sensationalism.   

• Recognition and rewards are great. But is this something we live for? Think of a time when you 
were rewarded for a success or a job well done. Did it change how you thought of yourself? Or how 
you treated other people around you?  Did it change any of your priorities? 
 

Compared to the surface atmosphere, the undercurrent in Jerusalem, especially among religious leaders, 
was far from upbeat. Behind closed doors, envy – even fear - of Jesus’ increasing popularity and number of 
followers was a major topic of conversation. The jealousy was turning to hate, and hate, to a plot to murder 
him, but in a way where they weren’t going to be directly implicated.  

 
Jesus had criticised the Jewish religious leadership and ways in which they had distorted and misapplied 
Old Testament teaching. They were (justifiably) angry, even vindictive, towards him. Vengeance became 
their priority, rather than discharging their role of providing spiritual leadership for God’s chosen people. 

• What things make you angry? Has there been a situation in your life where anger has dominated 
your thoughts? How does anger and retribution (or even the thought of ‘getting even’) take our 
eyes off the priority of showing God’s love to people? 

 
Merrill Tenney in The Expositor's Bible Commentary writes about v25:  

“The (person) who attempts to preserve his life will lose it, while the (person) who readily sacrifices his life will 
keep it for eternal life. The two words translated "life" are different. The first (psyche) is generally rendered 
"soul" and denotes the individual personality, with all its related experiences and achievements. The second 
(zoe) is usually coupled with the adjective "eternal" in John and means the spiritual vitality that is the 
experience of God.” 

• In what ways can we prioritise the zoe aspect of our lives, so that we are intentionally seeking to 
relate to God, honour and serve him, in our homes, schools, unis, workplaces and …? 
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• The Greek Jews had to make the effort to find Jesus. How much do you want to ‘see Jesus’ (v21)? 
 

A SOBERING INEVITABILITY 
In verses 23 and 24, Jesus confronts the disciples with the news of his impending death. He had a reason to 
be sober and level headed, in the midst of an exuberant crowd. He didn’t have long to live.  

• What two incidents had Jesus recently been involved with, that reminded him of this reality? (see 
John 12:2-8 and John 11:38-44) 
 

• These incidents involved three different friends of Jesus. What two (or three) aspects of the Easter 
story are pre-empted by their actions? 

 
No one likes going to funerals. They starkly remind us that our days on earth are numbered. In the movie 
Dead Poets Society, Robin Williams’ character graphically reminds a group of private school boarders that 
life is short and that death is inevitable. His message is “Carpe diem, seize the day boys, make your lives 
extraordinary”. His speech challenged their worldview, forcing some to choose between other people’s 
expectations of them and what they wanted to achieve in this life. 

• Does the thought of dying change your priorities? (Or is that thought something you try to avoid?) 
Does that thought of facing God and giving account of how you’ve spent your life make any 
difference?  
 

In verse 27, the disciples heard him pray out loud, telling his father that he is deeply troubled and that he 
‘wants out’. He experiences these emotions again in the garden of Gethsemane. (Mt 26:36-46; Mk 14:32-
42; Lk 22:40-46.) He doesn’t want to go through the experience of the crucifixion and Tenney suggests he is 
“breaking under the strain of the crisis”.  

• Can you think of a life experience when you have experienced utter fear, anxiety, foreboding and 
dread that something really terrible was about to happen? (eg impending death of a relative, 
during the bushfires, etc). Do you realise that Jesus probably felt the same level of emotion? 

 
• But Jesus knew that “this hour” that he was facing had a purpose. Look at the following verses. 

What is keeping Jesus focussed on his journey to the cross? 
o V24 

 
o V25 

 
o V28a 

 
In verse 24, Jesus highlights that it only takes one kernel of wheat to drop to the ground and die, for a great 
harvest to be produced. If it doesn’t die – it will only ever be one seed. Jesus faced the choice between self-
preservation and self-sacrifice. If he lived a full earthly life, no one – except himself – would benefit. But, 
Jesus knew that the cost of obedience meant the certainty of a slow, painful death. (v25) Similarly, our 
mission partners recognise that serving God may involve personal risk (eg getting sick in places with limited 
medical facilities, kidnapping, rape, theft or terrorist incident). 

• What sort of risks are you willing to take on to take God’s message and love to the people around 
you? (having coffee with a work colleague or play group mum? Inviting a neighbour for dinner? etc) 

 
 
MAKE IT REAL  
Jesus prayed, asking “Father, glorify your name!” and his Father responded – in a voice from heaven, “I 
have glorified it, and will glorify it again.”  
 
One student movement, the 268 Generation, have developed the 268 Declaration (see next page) – with 
the aim of glorifying God based on Isaiah 26:8: “For your name and renown are the desire of our souls.” 

http://268generation.com/268declaration/ 
Use the five points in this declaration as a basis for prayer – for each other and for our church.  
  

http://268generation.com/268declaration/
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268 DECLARATION 
 

“During the early days of the Passion Movement, God connected our story to the confession found in Isaiah 
26:8, specifically the last phrase which says, “For your name and renown are the desire of our souls.” 
 
The heart of Passion is God’s glory, and God is most glorified in us when we live lives that are fully satisfied 
in Him. In an effort to flesh out this desire, the 268 Declaration was crafted around the following 5 
statements and prayers :: 
  

1. A passion to know God above all things – Because I was created by God and for His glory, I desire 
to make knowing and enjoying God the passionate pursuit of my life. 
[PRAY: God, give me a desire to know you more.] Colossians 1:16-18, John 17:3, Revelation 3:20, 
Philippians 3:7-10, Jeremiah 9:23-24, Psalm 16:11, 63:2-5, 73:25-28, Isaiah 43:7 
  

2. Love for the local expression of His church – Because Christ established the church for God’s glory, 
I will invest the gifts He has given me in the life and mission of my local church. 
[PRAY: God, give me a greater love for Your church, the body of Christ.] Ephesians 2:18-22, 
3:20,21, 4:1-13, 5:25-27, Hebrews 10:23-25, Acts 2:41-47 
  

3. Unity among believers that amplifies His name – Because God’s fame is amplified when believers 
love each other, I will strive for unity among all Christians on my campus. 
[PRAY: God, give me a desire to lift up your name above all other names.] John 13:34-35, 17:20-
26, 1 Corinthians 3, Psalm 34:3, 12-14, 133:1, Colossians 3:12-17, James 3:17-18 
  

4. A desire to see Christ celebrated where I live – Because many around me are separated from God, 
I will share the story of Jesus where I live. 
[PRAY: God, cause my life to be an unmistakable source of grace and hope to those around me.] 2 
Corinthians 5:20-21, Romans 10:11-15, Isaiah 6:1-8, Matthew 5:13-16, 1 Peter 2:9-12, Philippians 
2:12-16, 1 John 5:14-15 
  

5. Willingness to shine the gospel to all people – Because God is seeking worshipers of all peoples, I 
will spread His fame among the nations, fully participating in His global purposes and engaging 
poverty and injustice in Jesus’ name. 
[PRAY: God, kindle in me the desire to go anywhere, at anytime, at any cost, to do anything to 
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ.] Psalm 67, 86:9, 2 Corinthians 5:18-21, Isaiah 49:6, Revelation 
5:9-14, Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 1:8, James 1:27, Proverbs 31:8-9, Isaiah 1:17” 
 

http://268generation.com/268declaration/ 
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