
Springwood Baptist Church: Term 4, 2019    Series: The Gospel of Matthew – Pt 1    Week 1: Trusted Promises 

 
This eight week sermon series looks at the first half of the Gospel of Matthew. We will be looking at the 
broader themes in Matthew like God’s character, Jesus as the fulfillment of the Old Testament’s promises 
for a Messiah, and the importance of internal integrity over external behaviour. This week, we look at a 
Gospel fundamental: faith. God has given us his word. God gives us promises. And God can be trusted. 
 
GETTING STARTED: A fundamental aspect of human relationships is the need to trust each other. When 
trust breaks down, particularly due to a breach of trust, abuse or some form of infidelity, it is hard to rebuild 
that and the relationship may be permanently damaged. Our human relationships and experiences, 
though, can impact (and even reflect) our relationship with God. In the New Testament, the same Greek 
word is used for both ‘faith’ and ‘trust’.  

 Think of the person you are closest to, where you have a strong relationship with deep trust and 
respect for each other. How much weight do you place in their word and their promises? Why? 

 If you have been through a significant relationship breakdown (or even, abusive childhood 
experiences and / or lack of a healthy relational bond with parents), has that experience affected 
your ability to trust God? 

 

READ: MATTHEW 1:17-25 
 
The first 17 verses of the gospel of Matthew are critical to establishing the identity of Jesus. Jesus was a 
descendent of Abraham and thus, was part of the people of God. His lineage came through Isaac and 
Jacob, so he was an heir to more promises. Jesus was a descendent and son of David. In 2 Sam 7, God 
had promised David: 

“I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his 
kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.” 

In Matt 1:12,17, we see a reference to the ‘deportation to Babylon’ or the exile. At that critical point in 
history, there were many people who ceased to be part of God’s chosen people. We discover that Jesus’ 
ancestors were part of the remnant that not only survived the exile, but who experienced restoration to the 
promised land. In Matt 1:17, Jesus is referred to as “messiah” (or “Christ”), which literally means “anointed 
one”. Those who were anointed were the prophets, priests and kings. The genealogy lists 42 generations 
(i.e. 14 x 3), and even misses a couple of generations, but God’s promises to his people, through all these 
generations, culminate, climax and come to fulfilment in Jesus Christ. 
 

 The genealogy list in Matt 1 covers something like 1500 years. We are now 2019 years since the 
birth of Christ. That means that some of the promises that are handed down to us, through 
Scripture, are maybe 3500 years old – and have been passed down from generation to generation. 
What does it mean for you, that people in generations past, pass the baton to us, with the message 
that, ‘God – and God’s words – can be trusted’?   

 

The mention of four women (Tamah, Rahab, Ruth and Uriah’s wife) in the genealogy list is itself strange. 
However, Jeannine Brown comments that each of these four women: 

“reflects an Old Testament story that hints of impropriety, thus preparing the reader for the unusual 
circumstances surrounding Mary’s pregnancy. (1:16,18) Jerome (AD 347-420) even suggested that 
all four women are the sinners of Matthew’s genealogy. … More likely, Matthew is emphasising 
Gentile inclusion in Jesus’ own ancestry by including these four particular women since Tamar and 
Rahab are Canaanite … Ruth is Moabite … and Bathsheba … (i.e.) “Uriah’s wife” (was married to) 
Uriah the Hittite.”1 

 
 Put yourself in Joseph’s shoes for a minute. Joseph was very aware of what it looked like, when 

his fiancée became pregnant. The question would be asked: “well, if you’re not the father, then 
who is?” He had made the decision to preserve his own reputation as a righteous man, by giving 
her a notice of divorce (i.e. calling off the engagement) but he didn’t want to do that publicly and 
subject her to humiliation and shame. By the act of naming the child, Joseph assumed the legal 
status of ‘father’. How do you think Joseph felt when he found out Mary was pregnant? What would 
it have meant for Joseph, to go through with the marriage and to raise Jesus as his own child? 

 

In his sermon, Noel highlighted three things that can happen when life seems to go pear-shaped: 

• We can get bitter and start to think that God doesn’t care or isn’t faithful to his word. 

• We can try to ‘forge our own way’ and try to fix the problem, as if God needs our help; or 

 
1 Brown, J. (2015) Matthew. Teach the Text Commentary Series. (Grand Rapids, MI: BakerBooks), p12. 
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• We can trust God, having faith that God knows what is best for our lives and keeps his 
promises. 
 

 If life is tough for you at the moment, which of these three things describes your response? 
 

An angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and told him “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name 
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” (Matt 1:20-21) We are then told that this was a 
fulfilment of Is 7:14.  
 

 We don’t always have any idea of the ‘big picture’ when something terrible happens to us and our 
hopes and dreams seem to be blown apart. Joseph was invited to participate in God’s big plan for 
salvation, i.e.: Joseph would be step-dad to the son of God and Jesus would save people from 
their sins. Joseph knew that his obedience and participation put both his reputation and his status 
in society, at risk. In what ways has God asked you (both through Scripture and by promptings of 
the Spirit) to step out and be part of that big plan of salvation for people in your ‘circle’/ network, 
recently? How do you respond to the comment “Do not be afraid …”? 

 

The expectations that people had about the coming messiah were grounded in their understanding of 
different Old Testament passages. E.g. we read in Jer 23:5-6: 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and 
he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his 
days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: 
“The LORD is our righteousness.” 

The religious leaders of Jesus’s day completely missed it when their long-awaited Messiah walked among 
them. They wanted a king who would deliver them politically from political oppression and Roman 
occupation of their land They didn’t realise they needed deliverance from their own sin. Their 
understanding of the prophecies was too narrow.  
 

 Have you ever missed seeing God’s activity because your understanding or expectation of how he 
would act, was too narrow?  

 

Jesus frequently talked about the kingdom of God/ kingdom of Heaven. Jesus was not lauded or crowned 
as a king, but his teaching highlights what it means for us to live as members of his kingdom and submit 
to the rule of God over his people. Matt 5-7 comprises the Sermon on the Mount. In the Beatitudes in Matt 
5:1-12, Jesus lists the attributes of people who are ‘blessed’.  
 

 God has used some ‘interesting’ and even questionable people to work his purposes out in history. 
Do you question whether God can use you or if you’re ‘worth it’ or ‘worthy’ to be used by God? 
What do you see as the characteristics that God sees in people, for God to use them? 

 

Matthew relied heavily on Old Testament prophecies to show his readers that Jesus was God’s promised 
Messiah, and, in fact, God himself. Matthew’s first quotation of Isaiah, written over seven hundred years 
before Jesus was born, points to the virgin birth and the Messiah’s name, Immanuel (“God with us”). It 
emphasises the divine conception and divine nature of Jesus: Jesus is God’s Son. The name ‘Jesus’ 
means “God is salvation’ and Jesus was named as the anointed one, to bring salvation from sin and exile 
to God’s people, restoring us into a right relationship and into the presence of God. At a time in Israel’s 
history, where hope of God’s intervention seemed all but lost, God entered into human time and space, 
living with us, and being fully present with us. (Jn 1:14) 
 

 When we have conflicts, we sometimes are tempted to fight our own battles, when those battles 
might actually be too big for us. God knows that the battle we have with sin, is something we can 
never win on our own. How do you feel when someone stands up for you or fights your battles for 
you? What does it mean for you that Jesus “became sin” for us to redeem us, so that we might 
become the righteousness of God? (Rom 3:25-26, 2 Cor 5:21, Gal 3:13) 

 

In Matt 1:22, we read a critical phrase: “All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord …”. 
When we read the word ‘fulfil’, it involves God’s word being carried through, accomplished and fully 
realised. God’s promises had to reach their fulfilment and God’s promises were completed in full in Jesus.  
 
REFLECT, SHARE & PRAY: Do you doubt God? Do you have doubts about the promises of God? Is your 
relationship with God as close (or as distant) as that with the person you trust and love the most? What is 
one step that you want to take this week, to “taste and see that the Lord is good”? Pray for each other – 
and ask each other next week, how you’ve gone with this exercise. 


