
Springwood Baptist Church: Term 4, 2019    Series: The Gospel of Matthew – Pt 1    Week 2: God’s Sovereignty 

 
In Rom 8:14, we read “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.” In context, this verse 
refers to putting to death the deeds of the body, so we could imply that this verse is only about practical 
holiness and living a life that is pleasing to God. However, if we think that is the only reason that God 
guides, we can become blinkered in our reading of Scripture. We can miss verses like “Then Jesus was 
led up by the Spirit into the wilderness …” (Matt 4:1) and “"The Spirit told me to go with them and not make 
a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me and we entered the man's 
house.” (Acts 11:12). We might be tempted to stop listening for the still small voice of the Spirit, providing 
us with insight, revelation and wisdom, in the everyday situations of life. This week we look at trusting and 
obeying God, listening and heeding God’s voice, recognising that God is sovereign in all situations.   
 
GETTING STARTED: This year, as a couple, there were a number of times where we had premonitions 
about specific issues. E.g. Earlier this year, I had a strong feeling that I would be changing jobs this year. 
I didn’t anticipate that I would lose my job. I was forced to cast my lot on God and trust him in quite torrid 
circumstances. Within two weeks of being sacked, I was offered a senior position in a different company, 
without applying for any jobs. While people had been orchestrating my sacking from one job, God had 
lined up a series of relationships, which provided for a smooth transition into another role. 
 

 In his sermon, Peter commented that what happens on the surface in a situation is not the ultimate 
reality; the real stuff is what God is doing and his plan, which is often happening behind the scenes. 
The challenge for us it to keep believing, trusting and obeying. What was a situation where you 
couldn’t see a way forward, but realised later that God had been working behind the scenes? 

 

READ: MATTHEW 2:1-23 
 
We normally only look at the first chapters of Matthew in the weeks immediately before Christmas. As we 
anticipate the coming of Jesus, we can overlook the acts of God in the lives of many other people that 
Matthew tells us about and the responses of these people. 
 

 Make a quick list of all the people who are mentioned in Matthew chapter 2. What do we know 
about each of these people? 

 

 What cosmic and supernatural / God incidents are mentioned in Matt 2? How do you feel about 
the idea of God speaking through dreams and visions? Is that something you are comfortable or 
uncomfortable with? 

 

We know that the ‘magi’ came from ‘the east’. That doesn’t tell us exactly where they came from, but they 
were most likely star watchers or astrologers (rather than ‘three wise kings’) and they had travelled some 
distance, maybe from Mesopotamia. [In Dan 2:1-12, the magi were royal servants via magicians and 
enchanters, who advised King Nebuchadnezzar.] In Matt 2:2-3, the arrival of the magi in Jerusalem, with 
an announcement that a king was being born, caused alarm and consternation, both in the palace and in 
the city. Rome had a strong hold on the land of Judea. Yet, in Matt 2, we see Herod the Great depicted as 
a very insecure monarch, who felt threatened by the sheer mention of the birth of a king, saw him running 
to the Jewish leaders to check if and where they were expecting a king to be born. The Jewish leaders 
acknowledged that there were prophesies about the coming messiah, but they were deaf to this news and 
blind to the cosmic event.  
 

 The Gentiles were seeking signs and looking to the night sky for some form of direction in life. 
When they noticed a cosmic event that was out of the ordinary, they followed that and, in this case, 
they found God in human form. By contrast, we are sometimes like the Jewish leaders and wrapped 
up in our own ideas and conversations, so we miss what God is doing in a situation. What was the 
stated purpose of the magi when they took their trip? How did the magi respond (emotionally and 
practically) when they found Jesus? 

 

 In 2 Kings 6:17 Elisha prayed for his servant: “O LORD, please open his eyes that he may see.” 
One desperate father who came to Jesus cried out, “I believe; help my unbelief!” (Mk 9:24) Have 
you ever prayed that God would help you to have a better insight into what He is doing in a situation 
or for God to help you trust Him through particular circumstances? What happened as a result? 
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In Matt 10:16, Jesus warned his disciples: “See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; 
so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.” In Australia, we can become complacent about 
discipleship and forget that suffering is an expected part of Christian experience. The Roman leadership 
in Jerusalem might have seemed reasonably innocuous and Bethlehem probably felt like a pretty safe 
place to live, but many of the people in Judea were possibly living an existence, something like the frog in 
the boiling water. Things were heating up and they were blissfully unaware that Herod the Great was about 
to unleash his megalomania on the population, with the mass extermination (infanticide) of male children 
under the age of 2 years old. 
 

 Joseph was warned in a dream, to take his family to Egypt, to protect Jesus from the destructive 
wrath of Herod the Great. He acted decisively, travelling by night. Put yourself in Mary and Joseph’s 
shoes for a moment. Some of us have had to heed the instruction to ‘evacuate’ in the face of a fire 
front. Mary and Joseph knew they had to act and escape quickly. They also faced uncertainty and 
risks, together with feelings around being displaced from family, friends, home, security and work. 
How do you think you would have responded if you were in their shoes? Would you have ‘stayed 
put’ or obeyed God’s voice and fled? 

 

 In Jer 29:11, we read: “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” In light of this verse, does this change 
your response to the previous question? 

 

In Matt 2:19-23, Joseph again was visited by an angel in a dream. This time, he was directed to return to 
his home country, together with his wife and son. He was understandably fearful about settling in Judea, 
given that Herod’s son, Archelaus, was now the king. After yet another dream, Joseph moved his family 
to Nazareth, in the district of Galilee. 
 

 When you are fearful, does your fear paralyse you or does it mobilise you to action? What role 
does prayer play, when you are facing a situation where you are nervous or anxious? 

 

 In Proverbs 3:5-6, we read: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own 
insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” To what extent 
do you expect God to give you insight and to straighten your paths, in the different situations of 
life? 

 

REFLECT, SHARE & PRAY: This week, I watched a movie which depicted a discipleship movement in a 
country in the middle East. This is a country which has been long seen to be producing, stockpiling and 
distributing long range missiles, with the intention of wreaking destruction on Israel. In a place where the 
Islamic regime yields such strong power over the people and the people are dealing with much suffering, 
people are coming to Christ, one by one, through the radical obedience of the underground church. The 
leaders of this movement are predominantly women, who know that any day could be their last on earth. 
If they are caught, they could be beaten, raped and/ or killed. However, they know that God’s plan for them 
is to ‘make disciples’. Despite the threat of suffering, they continue to trust, believe and obey God. In turn, 
their obedience is bearing much fruit.  
 
The example of these believers must inevitably challenge us. It is not as if, as Western Christians, we do 
not know what God wants us to do. It is that we are not attentive to what God is doing, we are not listening 
to God’s voice and we are not radically obedient to his word. We do not take a ‘big picture’ view of life, 
acknowledging that God is sovereign and at work in all circumstances. 
 

 What have you learnt from today’s passage? What is one step that you want to take this week, to 
believe, trust and obey God?  

 
 
 
 
  


