
Mercy or Sacrifice? Matthew 9:1-13 
 
We continue our series on Jesus interactions with his disciples in 
Matthew. Remember that these stories are there not just to tell us 
about interesting history but to show us how to live as disciples. 
 
(1-2) A paralytic is brought to Jesus. 
So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city. Then 
behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus 
saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son, be of good cheer; your 
sins are forgiven you." 
 
When Jesus saw their faith: Jesus saw the faith of his friends, not 
of the paralyzed man himself.  He could tell that they had the faith to 
bring the man to Jesus. 
 
What does this tell us about our own faith when we approach God? 
 
Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you: The faith of the 
paralyzed man's friends did something - they brought this man to 
Jesus. Yet they only thought of bringing him to Jesus for the healing 
of his body. They certainly didn't think that Jesus would forgive His 
sins. 
 
But Jesus addressed the man's greater problem. As bad as it was to 
be paralyzed, it is infinitely worse to be bound and lost in your sin. 
 
In what ways are modern Australians aware of sinfulness? 
 
Matthew Poole saw six reasons why Jesus dealt with the man's sin 
first. 
- Because sin is the root from which all our evils come. 
- To show that forgiveness is more important than bodily healing. 
- To show that the most important thing Jesus came to do was to deal with 
sin. 
- To show that when a man's sins are forgiven, he becomes a son of God. 
- To show that the response to faith is the forgiveness of sin. 
- To begin an important conversation with the scribes and Pharisees. 
 

The reaction of the religious leaders. 



And at once some of the scribes said within themselves, "This Man 
blasphemes!" 
 
The scribes correctly understood that Jesus claimed to do something 
that only God can do. But they were incorrect in assuming that Jesus 
was not God Himself, and that Jesus blasphemed by considering 
Himself God. 
 
 (4-5) Jesus reads the evil hearts of the scribes and presents a 
question. 
 
But Jesus, knowing their thoughts: This alone should have been 
enough for Jesus to prove His deity, demonstrating that He could 
know their evil hearts. Yet He would also offer a greater proof of His 
deity. For which is easier, to say: Both healing and forgiveness are 
impossible with man. Yet only the promise of healing could be 
immediately proven, because though you can't see someone's sin 
being forgiven, but you can see that they are healed. 
 
But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth 
to forgive sins: Jesus answered His own question before the 
religious leaders did. Since He could make good on His claim to heal 
the man, it gave proof of His claim to also have the authority to 
forgive sins. 
 
(10-13) Jesus eats with tax collectors and sinners. 
Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that behold, 
many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him and His 
disciples. And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, 
"Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?" When 
Jesus heard that, He said to them, "Those who are well have no need 
of a physician, but those who are sick. But go and learn what this 
means: 'I desire mercy and not sacrifice.' For I did not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners, to repentance." 
 
Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners? The 
answer to this question was simple: Because Jesus is the friend of 
sinners. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). 
 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rom&c=5&v=8#s=1051008


What is the model we should follow here? What are the dangers 
involved? 
 
Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who 
are sick: This was the principle that the criticizing Pharisees did not 
understand. The Pharisees were like doctors who wanted to avoid all 
contact with sick people. Of course they wished that sick people 
would become healthy; but they wouldn't risk getting infected 
themselves. 
 
We are fortunate that God calls sinners and not just saintly people. 
Jesus came to benefit those who understood their inherit need for 
Him (those who are sick and the poor in spirit of Matthew 5:3). Yet 
the proud who see no need for Jesus (those who are well) benefit 
nothing from Jesus. 
 
Go and learn what this means: "I desire mercy and not 
sacrifice": Here Jesus quoted Hosea 6:6. In Hosea's day, God's 
people were still good at bringing sacrifice (Hosea 5:6). But they had 
forsaken mercy, and they abandoned mercy because they gave up 
the knowledge of God and truth (Hosea 4:1). God would rather have 
right hearts, full of truth and mercy than sacrifice. 
 
"These words are the more arresting when we remember that they 
were addressed to the teachers of men. . . . The rebuke of Christ 
showed that they did not know God, and He bade them go and learn 
the meaning of their own Scriptures." (Morgan) 
 
What are some of the ways the modern Church needs to more reflect 
Christ’s attitude here? 
 
Both the message to others and assurance for our own personal lives 
is that Christ forgives sins. Is this still a daily delight for us, or do we 
become reluctant to believe he still could do this for us? 
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