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One dilemma facing Christians over the years is that – on one hand, we are told to ‘be holy’ and separate 
from sin. Yet we are also called to go into all the world and share God’s love, in word and action. While 
there’s wisdom in not hanging around with those who will be a bad influence, the idea of being ‘holy’ has 
sometimes been seen to mean that Christians need to keep away from those who are ‘sinful’. Yet Jesus, 
who we follow, was also criticized as being a “friend of sinners”. (Matt 11:19, Luke 7:34) The religious 
people of his day could not understand that Jesus wanted to spend time with people like tax collectors – 
and even had one, called Levi, among his disciples.1 Jesus lived his earthly life as a law-abiding Jew, but 
also as a sinless person. Yet, his priority was reaching out, to “seek and save the lost” (Luke 19:10) and 
dying, becoming sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God. (2 Cor 5:21) 
 
GETTING STARTED: Think of a person that you find annoying or objectionable. What is it, about them or 
their behaviour, that aggravates / annoys you? What sort of things might you need to ‘ignore’ about them, 
their appearance and/ or behaviour, if you wanted to spend time with them and eat with them?  
 

READ: LUKE 19:1-10 
 

He [Jesus] entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was 
a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd 
he could not, because he was short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see 
him, because he was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said 
to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried down 
and was happy to welcome him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the 
guest of one who is a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my 
possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back 
four times as much.” 9 Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he 
too is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” [NRSV] 
 

 What do you notice as you read this story again? What have you not noticed before? 
 

 What did you learn from the sermon this week? What questions did you have?  
 

 Watch the animation of this passage, created by Tim Andrews. What did you pick up from this 
depiction of the passage? 

• Jesus & Zack - The Story of Zacchaeus the Tax Collector - Animated Christian short film. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UUQWsYwu3F4&feature=youtu.be 
 

 In Luke 19:2, we read that Zacchaeus was both “a chief tax collector and was rich”. There was a 
connection between his wealth and his job. There was also a connection between his job and how 
people saw him. What do we learn from this passage, about how the crowd viewed Zacchaeus? 
What was his reputation? 
 

 We are not told how Jesus knew the name of the man who was hiding in the tree. However, Jesus 
stopped, looked up, looked at the man and called Zacchaeus by name. Zacchaeus was keen to 
see Jesus and Jesus was keen to also spend time with him. What do we learn from Luke 19:6, 
about Zacchaeus responded to Jesus reaching out to him? 
 

  What was it, about Zacchaeus’ response, that showed he had a change of heart and had 
repented? What was the core issue / main sin that Zacchaeus was repenting of and the ‘idol’ that 
he was relinquishing?  
 

 Think about the words that Jesus said in Luke 19:9-10. What these words teach us about how we 
gain salvation? What do they say about the role of Jesus and what motivated his interaction with 
Zacchaeus?  

 
1 https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/three-tips-on-being-a-friend-of-sinners 
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 How is the ending of this story, different to the interaction between Jesus and the Rich Young 
Ruler? (Matt 19:16-22) Why was the young ruler sorrowful? What idol did Jesus ask him to 
relinquish, in order to have eternal life? Can we be followers of Jesus, if there is no cost impost on 
our lives?  
 

 Bible Study Magazine recently featured Rosario Butterfield. In the late 1990’s, she “was a professor 
of English literature and women’s studies at Syracuse University (NY), specializing in queer theory 
(and) a leader in LGBTQ rights in an out lesbian relationship”. After being welcomed into the home 
of a pastor and his wife, she became a regular at their dinner table. They did not judge her or her 
lifestyle. Through that relationship, she started exploring the Bible, Christianity and eventually came 
to Christ. Based on what she had experienced, her and her husband now “practice hospitality on 
an almost daily basis, opening their home to their church family, their neighbours, and those on the 
margins of society.” 
 
“In her book The Gospel Comes with a Housekey, Butterfield calls this approach “radically ordinary 
hospitality” because it acknowledges the dignity, value, and image of God in others. “It goes to 
the root of calling out biblical personhood, and does it knowingly in a world that defies that,” 
Butterfield says. Because of that, it needs to be a “consistent prayer-driven love for your neighbours 
- a pursuing of them as an image-bearer of a holy God.” She calls it ordinary because “it’s you 
being the kind of Christian that you are, only opening your arms a little bit wider so that you can 
bring other people in.””2 

 

 In her book, Butterfield said that even her physical appearance and her car bumper stickers, at the 
time, might have been thing that this pastor might have objected to or been offended by. What 
attitudes motivate Christians to judge non-Christians as ‘sinners’ rather than treating them as 
human beings? What do we learn about God’s perspective on people from 1 Sam 16:7? 

 

 The pastor and his wife engaged in robust conversation about many aspects of life, including 
literature and poetry. They answered her questions, but also challenged her with questions, to get 
her to think through her presuppositions and prejudgements about Christianity. The dialogue was 
less about ‘preaching at’ her or making propositional statements, and more about getting to know 
each other. How do you use ‘questions’ to get to know your friends more and to find out the ‘why’ 
behind what they say? How could you use questions as a way of triggering curiosity about God, 
Jesus, faith and the Bible? 
 

 Phil highlighted three actions of Jesus, in his interaction with Zacchaeus: 

• Zac was not a follower, but ‘liked’ Jesus, so Jesus invested in that relationship; 

• Jesus went to him in friendship, including setting up a dinner date; and 

• Jesus started to disciple him immediately, starting from where he was at. He started influencing 
him, ate with him, spent time with him and constantly modelled the life. 

 

 Who is someone that you are friends with, who does not know Jesus? How do you ‘disciple’ them 
and show them what walking with God, looks like for you? 

 

 Phil also mentioned three disciplines that we need to practice in mission: 

• Develop a rhythm of prayer, of praying for your friends and family and asking God to show you 
where he is working in their lives; 

• Be predictably present in relationships, including remembering their stories; 

• Be conspicuously spiritual, including having a genuine warm principled life. 
He also encouraged us to use the Bible Discovery Method with our friends. 
 

APPLICATION: How do you live out these disciplines? 
 

 Who are you praying for?  
 

 How are you being predictably present in those relationships? What are you doing, to build and 
foster those friendships as genuine relationships? 

 

 How are you being conspicuously spiritual in your relationships? 

 
2 http://www.biblestudymagazine.com/jul-aug-2020-butterfield 
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