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Last week, Peter introduced the theme of ‘Naming our Idols’ and, today, Simon looked at the idea of 
‘relativism’, as part of this. Many years ago, while on a mission exposure trip, a pastor challenged our 
group about how, as Western Christians, we tend to put ‘God in a box’. The Ten Commandments start, by 
telling us that we must only worship God and that we must not displace God, by worshipping idols. Yet, 
we can practise idolatry by forging a mental image of God and expecting God to fit into the confines and 
limitations of our expectations of him. Today, Simon challenged us about our tendency to use our own 
standards of reality, truth and morality, rather than use the standards that we find in Scripture. 
 
GETTING STARTED: The following verses from Is 55:8-9 remind us that our thinking and thought 
processes are very limited, compared to the wisdom and knowledge that God has. Who is the most 
‘intelligent’ or ‘smart’ person that you know of? Who is a person that you believe has contributed greatly 
to a field of human knowledge or thinking? What has been their contribution? If the thoughts of God are 
even above their cognitive ability, what does that say about God?   

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than 
your thoughts. (Is 55:8-9) 

 
READ: ACTS 17:24-34 
 
 What did you notice/ what things stood out, as you just read the passage?  

 

 What things did you take away from Peter’s sermon last week? 
 

 Paul’s speech in the Areopagus in Athens, followed Paul’s preaching in the Synagogue and in the 
marketplace. Paul had a small window of opportunity, to present his case to Stoic and Epicurean 
philosophers, who had quizzed him about this new teaching that he was presenting. Paul jumped 
at the chance of sharing his faith. But he also found a ‘bridging’ point, to link the gospel with the 
spirituality of the Athenians. His ‘link’ was an altar, inscribed with the words “To an unknown god”. 
All they really knew, was about the ‘gods’ of Greek mythology. Instead, Paul introduced them to 
THE God who is creator, provider, ruler, saviour and judge.   

 Look through the Acts 17:23-31. If you remember doing ancient history at school or university, 
you’ll know that the Greeks had a litany of ‘gods’ and that they built large temples to worship their 
idols. Put yourself in the shoes of an Athenian, who has been worshipping and sacrificing to pagan 
idols, made of clay, bricks and wood. As Paul spoke, Paul was consciously deconstructing their 
mental image of God – and replacing it with a Biblical view of God. If you were listening to Paul’s 
speech that day, what comments or thoughts do you think would have challenged your view of 
‘god’ the most?   
 

 For me, the biggest jolt would have come, when Paul spoke about God overlooking human 
ignorance in the past. If I were a Greek philosopher – the people who were the most learned 
academics of their day - it would have been blatantly insulting to be told that I was “ignorant”. Paul’s 
comments about searching for God and finding God, quickly jumped to concepts of “righteousness” 
and the need to “repent”. Paul said God has appointed someone to judge the world. The 
conversation had moved from the realm of philosophical ideas, to proclaiming that God judges us 
against a standard that involves moral absolutes – including us being accountable for our lives.   

 Simon today commented that people have different perspectives about what is real, what is true 
and what is moral. Think of some of your work colleagues or class mates, who are not believers. 
What do you think is the key influence, in the way they make decisions about ‘truth’ and ‘morality’? 
Is it peer pressure? Public/ media opinion? Personal preference? Other? 
 

 Some people see that there is some sort of ‘karma’ or natural justice (eg ‘what goes around, comes 
around’) in the way we live our lives. What’s the difference between this sort of thinking vs the 
understanding that – at the end of our lives – we will need to give account to God for the way we’ve 
lived our lives? 
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 READ: ROMANS 1:16-25 
 
 What did you notice/ what things stood out, as you just read the passage?  

 

 What things did you take away from Simon’s sermon this week? 
 

 Simon commented that Rom 1:16-17 is the punchline or signature statement, which sums up the 
book of Romans. God has acted to bring salvation. In v18, Paul elaborates, saying that God reveals 
his wrath against ungodliness and wickedness. God sees what we do – and God takes note of the 
evil – both in our own lives and in our world. The Jews already knew this, as they had been given 
the Law, which set out the standard for both life and worship. Yet Paul notes that non-Jews are not 
“without excuse”, because creation signals to all living beings, that there is a God who is creator, 
who, though invisible, reveals his eternal power and divine nature, through creation.   

 In the last couple of years, there has been a growing awareness of environmental concerns. A lot 
of this conversation has come from outside the church. Yet, when we read the commands that God 
gave to Adam and Eve, which we find in the first chapters of Genesis, there is a specific mandate 
for God’s people to look after his creation. Our understanding of who God is and what he requires 
of us, should impact the way we live our lives. Why are people across the globe – without a faith 
background – drawn to a concern to steward and care for creation? Is it just motivated by concern 
for the wellbeing of future generations? Or is there something more that motivates people? 

 

 Simon commented that, globally, there are universal ideas that we adopt, regarding the nature of 
physics and biology. These are not questioned. Yet, in matters of spirituality, there is an idea that 
there is no universal truth, so truth is relative and personal. In Rom 1:21-23, Paul highlights that 
there is a downward spiral, whereby Step 1, is the rejection of knowledge of God, followed by a 
decline in thought processes. While people may be seen to be knowledgeable and wise, God 
deems them to be foolish, because they have rejected evidence of his existence, which can be 
plainly seen by everyone.   

 Read Matt 22:34-40. What is the connection between the first and the second commandment? ie 
how does the first commandment become a mandate for or flow into the second?  
 

 In Rom 1:24, Paul speaks about one of the impacts of rejecting truth about God, is that we act to 
degrade our bodies. ie when we stop seeing ourselves as having been made in the image of God, 
we stop having a self-image where we have dignity, value and worth. Flowing from that, we stop 
treating people in a respectful way, by treating them with dignity, value and worth. Additionally, the 
creation ceases to have value and worth, in being treated as the handiwork of the creator. We stop 
seeing it as something to enjoy and steward, but rather, as something to be used for our own profit.   

 Over the last year, the #BlackLivesMatter movement has highlighted that many people daily feel 
the brunt of prejudice and injustice due to their colour and ethnicity, plus the unconscious bias of 
white privilege. Additionally, the #metoo movement, in light of revelations about sexual assault and 
domestic violence, has seen men and women tell their stories of abuse. When you think about the 
idea of ‘imago Dei’ or everyone being made ‘in the image of God’ – what are the natural 
consequences for our daily interactions with others? Why is behaviour that dehumanises and 
degrades others, unacceptable – in light of that? 
 

 Look at the list of sins in Rom 1:29-31. In what ways are these forms of degradation – of ourselves 
and others? 

 

 Each family has common stories, which are part of our shared experience. Similarly, the Jews had 
a shared narrative, a common history of their life as the people of God, which included both things 
to celebrate and stories of episodes they’d prefer to forget. Simon asked us to rethink how we read 
Scripture: by reading Scripture less as an ‘outsider’, looking in, and more, by placing ourself in the 
story. Scripture is our story – and the people of God embrace the narrative – of what it is to live a 
life of faith. This narrative won’t necessarily be perfect – and will include our sins and errors. But, 
as we read the text, we will find that Scripture changes and shapes our perspective, including our 
view of God, our view of ourselves, our view of others and our view of the world.  

 
REFLECTION: Over the next week, when you’re in a tough conversation or situation, ask the question 
‘What would Jesus do (in this situation)? Then share back with your group, next week, how reflecting on 
that question changed your response to the situation.  


