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In an article published earlier this year titled ‘Why Bad Stuff Happens’, Rev Michael Jensen wrote:  

“the world as we experience it is not a world in which there is only one actor. The Father of the Lord 
Jesus Christ has created a world in which there are many actors. There are many wills in his world. 
Creatures who he has made have a degree of independence. Though they are made by him, 
according to his will, they have their own intentions. That means that the sovereign rule of God 
includes and incorporates the independent intentions and actions of his creatures. 
It’s a risky strategy, we might say. Doesn’t this allow for pain, horror, suffering, and mayhem? Isn’t 
he giving us something we can’t handle – a bit like giving a toddler a handgun?  
At this point it is important for me not to give an answer, because only God can give one. I could say, 
“He takes the risk because the outcome is far greater.” I trust that it is; but I am simply not in a position 
to imagine what outcome would overturn the reality of evil in this world.”1 

 
GETTING STARTED: What do you think of Jensen’s comments? Do you agree or disagree? 
 

READ: MARK 14:1-11 
 
Mark candidly narrates a number of events involving a diverse range people. For nearly two centuries, 
Mark’s record of their words and actions has served as a mirror, reflecting different ways people respond 
to Christ and the motives of humanity. Whether we like it or not, we all make judgements of people. While 
it is seen as socially unacceptable to verbalise these thoughts, our judgements of Biblical characters can 
affect how we read and apply Scripture to our lives. The writer seems to invite us to ask: what is motivating 
these people? Then, in turn, to ask: What are my own motivations? Am I really any different? What would 
I have done in this situation? Use a large piece of paper for the following group exercise.  

a. List out the different individuals and groups of people in this passage.  
 

b. What degree of power/ influence did they have in their society? Was their power/ influence (or lack 
of it) affected by their status/ position? Was it affected by their financial success/ aspirations?  

 
High level of power …………...…………..…Medium…………………………….. Low or No level of Power/ 
and influence                    influence 
 

c. From what you have read in this passage – and based on your initial assessment of the situation: 
a. In a word or two, how would you describe each individual/ group of people mentioned? 

 

b. What do you think were the motives of the different people mentioned in this passage?  
 

d. Consider the speech, actions and motives of the different people in this passage: Did their speech, 
actions and motives have a high or low impact on others? Was this impact positive or negative? 

 

High impact of their actions ……………………………………………………….. Low impact of their actions 
 

• If you look at the list of negative words, actions and motives, which of them do you also see 
reflected in your life? What impact do these have on your family and friends? 

 

Mark provides some blatant contrasts: the actions of the lady and those of Judas, the attitudes of religious 
leaders vs those of Jesus. Unlike other Gospel writers, Mark is not clear about the motives of Judas. 

“This woman’s act of extraordinary adoration is sandwiched between extraordinary malice and 
betrayal. … the temple hierarchy (were) “looking for some sly way to arrest Jesus and kill him” (14:1). 
… This woman’s devotion stands in stark contrast to Judas’s disloyalty. Except for a kiss from Judas 
in Gethsemane, Jesus receives no other expression of love from anyone else during his Passion. 
Judas is looking for the appropriate opportunity (14:11) to betray Jesus, and his treachery will never 
be forgotten. He is willing to sacrifice Jesus to obtain material rewards for himself. The woman, on 
the other hand, seizes an opportunity to show love to Jesus and sacrifices her precious gift for him. 
Her act will never be forgotten either.”2 

                                                             
1 Jensen, Rev M. (2 April 2018) ‘Why does bad stuff happen?  ‘Michael Jensen on wrestling with the agony of grief. Eternity News. 

https://www.eternitynews.com.au/opinion/hey-god-why-does-bad-stuff-happen/  
2 Garland, D. E. (1996). Mark (p. 516). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House. 

https://www.eternitynews.com.au/opinion/hey-god-why-does-bad-stuff-happen/
https://ref.ly/logosres/nivac62mk?ref=Bible.Mk14.1-11&off=6582&ctx=ve+thousand+people.%0a~This+woman%E2%80%99s+act+of+
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In Mark 12 and 14, two stories are told of women who displayed radical generosity and, in both cases, 
Jesus commended them. These women were not named and there is no record of them speaking. 

• Read Mark 12:38-44 and compare it with Mark 14:3-9. What was radical and extravagant about 
the gifts of each of these women? Was it the sheer value? Was it their motives? Or something 
else? Why was the perfume gift commended, while gifts by rich people were seen as tokenistic? 

 

In Acts 14:4-5, some of the disciples complained about the wastage of the expensive perfume. The 
container was broken and there was no way to salvage any. In Mark 14:6, Jesus told off the disciples, 
telling them to “Let her alone; why do you trouble her?”  

• What does Jesus’ comment tell us about his attitude towards this woman and for her wellbeing?  
 

When John the Baptist was murdered by Herod, his disciples “came and took his body and laid it in a 
tomb.” (Mk 6:29). By contrast, when Jesus died, Jesus’ disciples (except for Mary Magdalene and Mary) 
went into hiding. Joseph of Arimathea asked for Jesus’ body, wrapped it and buried it. (Mk 15:42-47) When 
the woman in today’s passage broke the jar of valuable perfume on Jesus’ head, she would have had no 
idea that, within a matter of days, Jesus would die a slow, painful and humiliating death - but Jesus did. 
He said: “She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial.” (Mk 14:8) 

• The disciples calculated the value of the perfume. How much did they believe it was worth? 
How did they think the perfume should have been used?  
 

• To what extent did the disciples’ comments reflect a genuine concern for the poor?  
 

In Rev 4:10-11, we read: “the twenty-four elders fall before the one who is seated on the throne and 
worship the one who lives forever and ever; they cast their crowns before the throne, singing, “You are 
worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power, for you created all things, and by your 
will they existed and were created.”” Worship requires us to relinquish our crowns, our symbols of power, 
and cast down all that we are and all that we have at the foot of the cross and before the throne of God. 
All glory, honour and power belong to God.  

• The disciples saw that the spilt perfume was “a waste”. To what extent did they reflect a ‘value 
judgement’ about Jesus’ worth? 

 
When Jesus commented about the poor in Mk 14:7, he was quoting Deut 15:10-11 

“Give liberally and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account the LORD your God will bless 
you in all your work and in all that you undertake. Since there will never cease to be some in need 
on the earth, I therefore command you, “Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbour in your 
land.””  

• Was Jesus saying that we shouldn’t give to the poor? What do the words of Deut 15 say about 
our obligations to the needy in our land? 

 

• In the Zech 7:9-10, we read: “Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one 
another; do not oppress the widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor”. By contrast, in Mark 
12:38-40, Jesus said: “Beware of the scribes … They devour widows’ houses.” Why is ‘being 
just’ in our dealings with people an integral part of worship that is acceptable to God?  
 

Mark does not specifically identify those who complained about the wasted perfume. Neither did he say 
what motivated Judas. By contrast, in Jn 12:4-6, we read:  

“Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this 
perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?”  (He said this not 
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used 
to steal what was put into it.) 

• What do these verses tell us about what John knew about Judas and his motives?  
 

REFLECTION: The way we respond to God flows from our understanding of who he is and how he works 
in our lives in all situations. Take time to meditate on Ps 23 and reflect on God’s goodness to you. 

“The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me 
beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though 
I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff - they 
comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with 
oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 
dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.” (Ps 23)  


