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WEEK 10: 
 

PSALM 73 
 

 
In the last study in this series, focussing on the Psalms, the message is one of encouragement: ‘Don’t give up’, 
‘God knows what you’re going through’, ‘Keep persevering in your walk with God’, ‘keep being honest with God 
about your sin’, ‘keep being faithful’, ‘God keeps his promises’, ... These messages have sustained people of 
faith through the last 3000 years – since the first Psalms were written. That these words have not only been 
passed down from generation to generation, but have also survived and been preserved through national and 
international catastrophes, assures us that that they are still important for us. They are similar to a letter, sent 
from one foreign land to another, to sustain us in the midst of the hard times that we face and to give us hope.1 
 
PRAY: Praise God for his enduring word and for the way we are encouraged/ enabled with courage to 
persevere through all different circumstances of life.  
 

READ:  Psalm 73 

 
Psalm 73 voices a very common concern of the people of God. It starts with an expression, not merely of 
complaint and lament, but also frustration, as the writer yells: “why do I even bother trying to live a life of faith? 
The world is a mess. Life’s unfair. Where’s God in all this?” 

 In Ps 73:3-12, the Psalmist complains about people he’s been watching and envying. 
o How does he describe them? 
o What is it about these people, that gets the Psalmist upset?  
o What comments do the wicked make about God and the way God responds to evil? In what 

way(s) does the Psalmist start to adopt the same mindset (v11-14)? 
 
This Psalm provides a contrast between our expectations of when God should act vs God’s time, when he will 
administer judgement. The ‘timing’ issue is critical to the logic of the Psalmist. If he could get God to do his 
bidding, he would get God to render judgement in the ‘here and now’. By contrast, God has a longer term 
perspective. God does not have to be bound by human time constraints or expectations.  

 READ Matt 13:24-30, 36-43, 2 Pet 3:8-9 and Heb 9:27-28. Why do you think God withholds ultimate 
judgement until after the end of our lives? 

 
Bible commentators are divided about how to categorise Psalm 73 and about the structure of the Psalm. Tate2 
comments that verses 1 and 28 provide a ‘frame’ for the Psalm, indicating it is being addressed to a group, 
where “the struggle for faith in the psalm is more than an individual and personal trial”. Even though we read 
some very real complaints in the Psalm, Tate labels it as a “reflective testimony”. He believes that Ps 73 is “not 
directly instructional, [but it is] certainly intended to function in that mode”, with the intention of it being read 
in the context of a religious assembly in Israel. In this way, the wisdom of his experience is shared. 

 Can you think of a situation where you’ve shared something from your life story and faith journey – and 
even when you have exposed something of your own struggles and temptations – that has provided 
timely encouragement to another person? How can we ensure that our testimonies are God-centred? 

 
READ Ps 73:13-14, 20-21. These verses give an insight into the Psalmist’s internal desire to maintain a right 
relationship with God and the struggle that this entails for him. At the same time, he complains about affliction, 
admonishment and punishment that he is experiencing (which he may or may not be attributing to God).  

 How would you describe the Psalmists motives, attitudes and acts of devotion (both as he tries to live 
on a day-to-day basis and as he deals with the temptations in his current situation)? 

                                                           
1 Jer 29:1,4,10-13 
2 Tate, M. (1990) Psalms 51-100. Word Biblical Commentary. Vol 20 (p 226-239). Dallas, TX: Word Books.  
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In v2 and v18, we see two references to slippery ground and losing a foothold. We hear echoes of Ps 40:1-2, 
where the Psalmist wrote: “I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out 
of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand.” 

 Why do you think the Psalmist thought that he nearly slipped? What attitudes, actions and thinking put 
him on this path? 

 
Central to the change in tone of the Psalm and the Psalmist’s understanding, is the phrase “till I entered the 
sanctuary of God; then I understood their final destiny.” (Ps 73:17). We don’t know what happened to the 
Psalmist in the sanctuary, but he seems to have been powerfully impacted by his encounter with God, God’s 
people and God’s word.  

 How does his perspective change, about the actions and attitudes of the wicked? (v17-20) 
 

 What attributes and acts of God would he have had to recognise and discern, for him to become 
conscious of that outcome, as well as for him to acknowledge the condition of his own heart? (v21-22) 

 
The Psalmist tells the community, “Surely God is good” (Ps 73:1) and that “it is good to be near God” (Ps 73:28). 
Similar to Ps 103:1-6, the community is reminded of the benefits of a right relationship with God. 

 READ Ps 73:23-26. What five (or more) benefits does he note here? Which one is your favourite? 
 
In Ps 73:1,13 and 18, the Psalmist repeats the word “surely” or “truly”. Tate comments that “In verse 1, the 
force of the ‘truly’ is that, in spite of everything to the contrary, God is good to Israel.” This Psalm is the 
testimony of ‘those who are pure in heart’ in Israel, “i.e.: those who are willing to be faithful until they know 
that Yahweh is good … despite evidence which seems to contradict that assumption.”  

 Israel’s exile and suffering led to a national faith crisis. What issue is the biggest challenge to your faith? 
 
During this series, we have looked at four types of Psalms. The series has followed a structure proposed by 
Walter Brueggemann in his commentary ‘The Message of the Psalms’ and extended by David Firth in ‘Hear O 
Lord. The Psalms and the Shape of Prayer.’ Some Psalms highlight that a life of faith also involves struggle and 
questions as we do life together and as we pray (both corporately and individually), especially in the face of 
difficult personal experiences and suffering. Even if we may not experience healing or resolution in our own 
lifetime, we ultimately hang onto a certain hope, of God bringing healing, resolution and justice in eternity. 

Brueggemann comments that “The very process of [Psalm 73] shows the moves made in faith, into, 
through, and out of disorientation, into new orientation, which is marked by joyous trust. … But we 
should not fail to notice that this psalm is an act of faith. It is a mighty engagement with God, a struggle 
against God and a wondrous communion with God. The formal factors must not distract from the 
theological power of the experience made available here.”3 

 

What Brueggemann is saying is that this Psalm encapsulates all these different types of Psalms and, with that, 
the different ways we relate to and respond to God. This relationship engages our head, heart and emotions. 

- In the ‘ordered world’ we experience a “safe, reliable confidence in God’s good creation”, and our 
response includes awe and praise; 

- In the ‘disordered world’, “the dismantling of the old, known world [leads to] a rush of negativities, 
including rage, resentment, guilt, shame, isolation, despair, hatred, and hostility.” The complaint/ 
lament Psalms involve “a painful, anguished articulation of a move into disarray and dislocation.” 

- In the ‘reordered world’, our relationship with God is restored. It is as if “we are surprised by a new gift 
… to be credited only to the intervention of God. This move of departure to new life includes a rush of 
positive responses, including delight, amazement, wonder, awe, gratitude, and thanksgiving.4 

- In the future world, God will right the wrongs inflicted by sin in our world. We respond with confidence, 
hope, courage and radical obedience.  
 

 What aspects of the Psalms have surprised, confronted or engaged you, through this series? How has 
it challenged and/ or changed your prayer life? 
 

PRAY:  Take time to pray for each other – especially for wherever you are at in your faith journeys. 

                                                           
3 Brueggemann, W. (1984). The Message of the Psalms: A Theological Commentary (p. 115). Minneapolis: Fortress Press. 
4 Brueggemann, W. (1984). The Message of the Psalms: A Theological Commentary (pp. 20–21). Minneapolis: Fortress Press. 


