
Springwood Baptist Church: Term 2, 2021     Week 6: When God’s Rule if Rejected, God Saves and Restores 

 
Over the last two weeks (school holidays), we have learned about the downward spiral in Genesis. In Gen 
4:1-6, we saw that when God’s rule is rejected, sin spreads. In the story of Cain and Abel, humanity 
continued to cross the line and reject the rule of God. In Gen :1-22, we saw that when God’s rule is rejected, 
humanity implodes. The corruption of humanity was evidenced by the increase of violence and defilement 
of marriage. Yet, even in the face of this behaviour, the response of God was not anger, but sorrow, grief 
and pain. While we want to see God as primarily loving, it is important to balance that with knowing that 
God cannot and will not tolerate sin. If there is no justice and no consequences for sin, then violence wins. 
We yearn for justice, when we see violence in our world. At the same time, we know that we cannot stand 
in the face of God’s justice and judgement, because we cannot – ourselves – deal with our own sin.  
 
GETTING STARTED: There have been many conversations around the issue of child discipline over time. 
When I was at school, children were still receiving “the cane” (physical punishment) from a senior teacher, 
as a form of discipline. Many of those students probably reoffended, once the pain wore off. Think of a 
time when you were reprimanded – or when you reprimanded / disciplined another person. What key 
messages did you seek to communicate in that process? 

 

READ: GENESIS 6:8-14; 6:18-19; 6:22; 7:1-5, 16, 20-24, 8:1-22  

 What did you notice/ what things stood out, as you just read the passage?  
 

 What things did you take away from Phil’s sermon this week? 
 

 In his sermon, Phil talked about the pattern of how God’s acts: God rescues, remembers and 
restores. He noted that the story of the flood occupies three chapters of Genesis and if this event 
is given so much space, then there are some significant lessons that we need to learn. In one 
breath, the flood is the means by which God rendered judgement on the earth. Yet, at the same 
time, we see that God also provided the means of rescue and salvation for his people. Through 
Scripture, we often see God saving a ‘remnant’, through which he works salvation history.   

 Noah found favour in the sight of the Lord (Gen 6:8) yet as he expressed faith by obedience, he 
then “became an heir to the righteousness that is in accordance with faith”. (Heb 1:7) Genesis 
repeatedly records that Noah did all that God commanded him. (Gen 6:22, 7:5, 7:9, 7:16) In Heb 
1:6, we read that “without faith it is impossible to please God”. Noah’s action of building an ark 
would no doubt have subjected him to ridicule by people around him. What are some of the ways 
in which you engage in faithful obedience, even though others might question or mock you? 

   

 In Gen 6:9, we read that “Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked 
with God.” If someone was writing an epitaph for your gravestone, would this description be true of 
you? How do you “walk with God”? What things do you do, to both ‘be’ blameless and to be seen 
to be blameless, by those around you?  

 

 Phil highlighted that Noah not only ‘got on board’ the ark – but that he also ‘got on board’ with being 
part of God’s rescue plan. He had to intentionally be involved and be obedient to God’s directions 
and then gathered in all the people and creatures which God wanted to save.   

 In Matt 28, God has given us a commandment to go into all the world and make disciples. Which 
one would be harder for you: to build an ark – or to talk to your friends, family and neighbours about 
Christ? How do you respond to Acts 4:12? ie “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 

 

 In Gen 7:15-16, we read that “they went into the ark … as God commanded him, and the LORD 
shut him in.” Phil reminded us that it is God who ultimately ensures our safety. He is with us in the 
storms – even when we are fearful and feel out of our depth.   

 In the midst of the current Covid outbreak and lockdown, it’s easy to feel very vulnerable. Reflect 
on and respond to the following words from Ps 46: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains 
shake in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam …” 
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 In Gen 8:1, we read that “Then God remembered Noah …”. It was not as if God had ‘forgotten’ 
Noah, but that he looked upon him. Back in Gen 6:18, we read that God said “But I will establish a 
covenant with you …” God remembered his plans, purpose and intention to both rescue and 
recreate. God also remembered his promises.   

 In Ps 119:49-50, the Psalmist prays: “Remember your word to your servant, in which you have 
made me hope. This is my comfort in my distress, that your promise gives me life.” What are some 
of the Bible promises that you hang onto, especially when you are in times of distress?  

 

 Phil highlighted that, in Genesis 7-8, the flood process signals the ‘uncreation’ or reversal of the 
creation process. However, as God unleashes the wind over the earth and the water starts to 
subside, we see the process of Genesis 1 being repeated.    

 At various points in Scripture, we read of the ‘wind’ blowing and bringing new beginnings. What 
Biblical episodes can you think of, that bring these two things together?  

 

 With the return of the dove with an olive leaf, we get a picture of new life on the earth. In Gen 8:16-
17, Noah, his family and the creatures were commanded to go out of the ark “so that they may 
abound on the earth and be fruitful and multiply on the earth”. Phil commented that this is ‘new 
creation’ language. Again, there is an intention that all creation will flourish.   

 In Jer 29:11, God tells us: “For I know the plans I have for you”, declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future.” Noah and his family had 
hunkered down for a 40 day lockdown, together with the animals … with not a roll of toilet paper in 
sight. How do you maintain ‘hope’ and a positive outlook, in the midst of lockdown? Can you 
envisage a future that is anything like ‘normal’?  

 

 Read the following passage from Gen 9:8-17.  

 Think about the following questions: 
o With whom and what does God make a covenant?  
o What promises did God make?  
o What sign(s) did God give as a sign of this covenant? 
o Does this covenant mean that God will never again judge the earth?  

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you 
and your descendants after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic 
animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark 11 I establish my covenant 
with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be 
a flood to destroy the earth.” 12 God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and 
you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the clouds, 
and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and 
the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow 
is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature 
of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established 
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 

 Read the following passage from Rev 21:1-4  

 Think about the following questions: 
o In Rev 20, we read about the ultimate judgement, after the defeat of the beast and the 

enemies of God on the earth. Why does God have to deal with sin and evil, in order for us 
to flourish?  

o In what ways does our experience of suffering, pain and injustice, help us yearn for the 
‘better’ future that God wants for us? 

o What do these verses tell us, about the future home that we have?   
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God 
himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning 
and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 


