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Week 1 - The Kingdom of God 

“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth.” Acts 1:8 

Welcome to Term 2 and a new series, based on the book of Acts. We want to encourage everyone involved in 
Life Groups and Connect groups that are using these studies to not just read about the early church, but also to 
put into practice some things they did. During this term, it would be great if each person committed to: 
 

 PRAYING (individually and as a group) for 1 or 2 people that you know, who do not yet know Christ and 
for opportunities and boldness to share your faith, your story and how Jesus has changed your life; (UP) 

 Being intentional about taking time to build relationships and SHARING OUR FAITH; (OUT) 

 ENCOURAGING EACH OTHER, through the joys and frustration. Ask each other each week about how 
you have seen God work and answer your prayers. (IN) 

 
ICEBREAKER (10 Mins) – Sharing our faith doesn’t come easily for many of us. For some, it’s downright scary. 

 What EXCITES YOU about the opportunity to share your faith?  

 What WORRIES YOU about sharing your faith? 

 What else do you NEED TO KNOW to be able to share your faith? 

 What SUGGESTIONS do you have to move forward or create opportunities? 
Compass Points E-W-N-S (www.visiblethinkingpz.org Harvard Project Zero) 

 

READ: Acts 1:1-11 

 
The writer of Acts – traditionally seen as Luke – reminds us that this isn’t the first book he has written. Marshall 
tells us that “it was common in the ancient world for a writer to organize a work into several shorter sections 
(known as ‘books’) and to furnish each with its own brief introduction.” There are similarities in their style and 
structure of these books, which indicate that Luke and Acts were written by the same person. Another 
commentator tells us that the books of Luke and Acts “would (each) have filled an almost equal-sized papyrus 
roll; each covers approximately thirty-three years.” If you pick up the book of Acts – and haven’t first read the 
gospel of Luke – well, it’s like picking up the second book or DVD in a series – and missing out on key information 
about the plot and the characters. 
 
READ: Luke 1:1-4 and Acts 1:1-3 

 What was Luke trying to do when he wrote the gospel of Luke?  
 

 What do you learn about Luke’s personality and the way he does his background research? [Remember 
that Luke was a doctor, as well as a friend and colleague of Paul’s. (Col 4:14; Phm 1:24; 2 Tim 4:11); he 
wasn’t one of the 12 disciples.]  

 
Luke was not the sort of person who was ‘easily led’. Luke wanted solid proof about Jesus’ life, ministry and 
miracles. Luke had set out to get proof that Jesus had not only died, but had also risen from the dead and 
ascended to heaven. As you read through Acts, notice Luke’s attention to details about people and the church. 
 
In the period between the resurrection and Jesus ascending to heaven, Jesus was again teaching the disciples. 

 In Acts 1:3b, what was Jesus teaching them about? 

 In Acts 1:6b, how did the disciples interpret this idea? What did many people hope that Jesus was going 
to achieve?  

http://www.visiblethinkingpz.org/
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Through the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, the “kingdom”/ “kingdom of God” / “kingdom of heaven” is a 
frequent idea that permeates Jesus’ teaching. Luke’s gospel refers to this idea more than 40 times and now, in 
Acts, we hear that Jesus is again teaching the disciples about the kingdom of God. 
 

 If Jesus spoke about this so frequently, it’s obviously an important thing for us to get our heads around. 
But WHAT, exactly, is the kingdom of God? What are some of the values and priorities of the kingdom? 

 
In 1 Samuel 8:1-22, there is a conversation between God and the prophet Samuel. The people wanted to have a 
king rule over them, like all the nations had. God warned the people that a human king would be oppressive. But 
the people insisted they wanted a human king, so God gave them the desire of their hearts. God told Samuel 
that the request by the people indicated they had rejected God as their king. 
 
Goldsworthy speaks of God’s kingdom being “God’s people, in God’s place, under God’s rule”.  

 What do you think of this definition?  

 Practically, what does it mean for us to be subject to God’s rule?  
 

 [OPTIONAL QUESTION] What does leadership look like in the kingdom of God (and how does it compare 
with patterns that surface in human leadership)? (see Matt 20:25-28) 

 
For us to live as citizens of the kingdom of God, means adopting the values, priorities and mandates of the king. 
When Jesus stood to read Scripture in Nazareth synagogue (Luke 4:18-21), he announced that God “has anointed 
me to preach good news … proclaim freedom … to release the oppressed …to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.” … (and that) Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” While some people possibly thought this 
meant freedom from Roman oppression, Jesus had a bigger picture in mind. 
 
Many years later, Peter penned the following verses. (1 Pet 2:9-10). After Pentecost, Peter came to realise that 
God’s intention for the whole of time has been to have a people of his own, on which to pour out his love and 
mercy, who constantly declare the praises of God. 

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a 
people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy.” 

 
REFLECT & SHARE – How much do you value and appreciate being part of God’s kingdom? And how much do 
you want others to share in the blessings of being part of that?  
 
PRAY FOR EACH OTHER 
In Eph 1:17-18, Paul prayed:  

“I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom 
and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened 
in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in 
the saints”. 

 PRAY that God will give us the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that we can: 
o Know him better 
o REALLY understand the hope that he has called us to, and 
o The fantastic and glorious inheritance that we share. 

 PRAY that we might understand what it is to be and to live as citizens of his kingdom 
 PRAY for those you want to share your faith with: that God will give them Spirit of wisdom and revelation, 

so that they will really ‘get’ the good news of Jesus Christ and the kingdom of God. 


