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Week 2 – Power to Proclaim 

“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth.” Acts 1:8 

The story of Acts continues with Pentecost – which was literally 50 days after Easter Sunday and the resurrection 
of Jesus. Jesus promised that we would not be left alone, but that he would give us someone who would come 
alongside to strengthen us for our life and ministry. (John 14:15-17) 
 
All of us come from different church traditions. Our different backgrounds have given us particular views about 
the person and work of the Holy Spirit.  
 
As we come to the book of Acts, try to put aside any preconceptions or assumptions you have. Both the early 
disciples and all of us live in the same era of history: the time between Jesus’ resurrection and the time when 
Jesus will return. Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit is for all of us. God gives us the Holy Spirit so that we might all 
be effective witnesses. The apostle Paul reminds us that we are “Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us ... (imploring people to) be reconciled to God.” (2 Cor 5:20) 
 
PRAY: From Eph 3:16-21 – Father, we ask that you will strengthen us with power through your Spirit, that we 
might really know your love, even though it surpasses anything we can know or understand. We want to be filled 
to the measure of all the fullness of God and we yearn to see you do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to your power that is at work within us. We pray that this will all be to your glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations. Amen. 
 
ICEBREAKER - Many people help us at different times in our lives. Who is someone (outside your family circle) 
who has provided you with help and/ or invaluable advice at a critical time in your life? How did their help/ insight 
impact your situation? 
 

READ: Acts 1:1-11 and Luke 24:44-53 

As mentioned last week, there’s a continuity between Luke’s first book (his gospel) and the book of Acts. 

 These two passages are seen as parallels. What are the similarities and differences in what occurs and 
the teaching and instructions given? 
 

When Jesus talked about giving them the Holy Spirit, the disciples were probably a bit unsure about what Jesus 
was talking about. They understood about water baptism for repentance – but this was something different.  

 
Gordon Fee has made the following comment: 

"The practicing creed for many Christians goes something like ...We believe in God the Father, Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth; and we believe in Jesus Christ his Son; but we are not so sure about the Holy 
Spirit." 

 What do you think of this comment? What do you know about the Spirit and what he does? 
 

 What words and pictures come to mind when you hear mention of “being baptised with the Spirit”. (Acts 
1:5) Are your thoughts and emotions positive, negative, excited, fearful or uncertain? Why? 

 

 In Acts 1:8, Luke records Jesus as putting together two concepts: “you will receive power” and “you will 
be my witnesses.” He doesn’t say “you might …”. Jesus is clear that we have a mandate – and that he 
empowers us to do that. How do you think that the Spirit works to empower us and our witness to Christ? 
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READ Acts 10:36-39 and Acts 2:22 
Anyone who was alive when Jesus was, would have heard about the life and ministry of Jesus. Even an Italian 
soldier based in Caesarea had heard about Jesus’ life and ministry. 
 

 What did Peter see as the event that marked the start of Jesus ministry? What also happened then? 
 

 What are some of the things that Jesus did in his ministry? How would you rate Jesus’ effectiveness? 
 

READ Acts 2:1-13 

 
We’re told that, when the Holy Spirit was poured out on the early believers, there was wind and fire. However, 
more importantly, the believers were enabled by the Spirit to speak the message of the gospel to people of many 
different tribes and nations, who were in Jerusalem for the Jewish feast of Pentecost. But, speaking in ‘tongues’ 
wasn’t the best of it. 
 
The early believers were “unschooled, ordinary men” (Acts 4:13), but they were radically changed by this 
encounter with the Holy Spirit: 

 Peter, the fisherman and coward, stood up with the 11 and confidently addressed the crowd (Acts 2:14) 

 The disciples, who would have only spoken Aramaic and Hebrew, were speaking fluently in languages 
that they had never learnt – and people understood what they were saying. (Acts 2:4) 

 Peter’s speech shows greatly improved clarity of thought and lucid speech.  

 Peter and John became courageous in the face of questioning by the Sanhedrin and instead of backing 
down, they stood firm and stated their case (Acts 4:13) Despite intimidation and threats (4:18-21), they 
continued to faithfully witness.  

 Peter’s sermon in Acts 2 recited Scripture and demonstrated an amazing depth of understanding. He 
was suddenly able to bring together the Old Testament story and connect it with the person and work 
of Jesus. This was, as far as we know, a completely unscripted sermon. His insight was akin to that given 
to Solomon and Daniel: 

o “God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of understanding as 
measureless as the sand on the seashore.” (1 Kings 4:29) 

o “I have heard that the spirit of the gods is in you and that you have insight, intelligence and 
outstanding wisdom.” (Dan 5:14) 

 
REFLECT AND SHARE:   

 What do YOU need most to effectively communicate the gospel? Courage? Ability to communicate 
clearly? Wisdom, insight and understanding? Ability to use opportunities as they present themselves? 
Ability to ‘speak the language’ of those around you, so that people really ‘get’ what you’re on about? 

 
IN – OUT – UP 

 Who have you been praying for this week? Who are the people in your life who you want to introduce 
to Jesus? 

 
PRAY FOR EACH OTHER 
The Apostle Paul told Timothy “to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my 
hands. For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. So do not 
be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord” (2 Tim 1:6-8) 
 

 Pray that, like Paul, we might proclaim “the kingdom of God and (teach) about the Lord Jesus Christ—
with all boldness and without hindrance!” (Acts 28:31) 


