
Springwood Baptist Church 
Sermon Series – Unstoppable Force – Term 2 2016 Study 3: Sowing and Reaping 
 

Week 3 – Sowing & Reaping 

“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth.” Acts 1:8 

Welcome to Week 3 of our study series. As a church, we’ve adopted a vision of UP – IN – OUT. We want to grow 
in our relationship(s) with God (UP), to encourage each other in our walk with God (IN), plus to intentionally seek 
to share our faith with our friends, family, colleagues, neighbours (OUT) … anyone we rub shoulders with. 
 
In Week 1, we looked at how Jesus kept talking about the Kingdom of God. If it was important to Jesus, then this 
has to be important for us. In Week 2, we talked about being given the Holy Spirit so that we can boldly share 
the good news of Jesus. The gift of the Holy Spirit also signalled that Jesus was exalted as king. (Acts 2:33) 
 
Through the Old Testament there are hints that God has always desired to reach out and bless people from 
across the globe, not just the Jews. In Isaiah 56 we read: 

“… my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.” The Sovereign LORD declares — he who 
gathers the exiles of Israel: “I will gather still others to them besides those already gathered.”” 

 
PRAY:  that we will get a glimpse of God’s heart for people and our role in sharing the good news. 
 
ICEBREAKER (10 mins) Being willing to share your faith requires courage. It also means being willing to be public 
about something that is ‘personal’ (our faith and relationship with God) – even though other people might think 
that it is strange and even ridicule us. If you are willing to stick your neck out, try one of the following: 

 What is the best impersonation that you do? (And yes … we want a demo! ) OR 

 What has been your most embarrassing moment? 
(http://www.table-talk.org/) 

 

READ: Acts 2:14-41 
Gathered in Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost were God-fearing Jews from across the known world: from 
Africa, from countries surrounding Judea, up into modern day Turkey and Greece, as well as people from Rome. 
(Acts 2:5-10) Their presence in Jerusalem was mandated by Old Testament law. 
 
Pentecost had started as a harvest festival called “the festival of weeks”. The festival lasted for a week and 
occurred 50 days (or 7 weeks and a day) after the Passover. (Lev 23:15-21) There were a number of mandated 
festivals in the Old Testament (Exodus 23:14-17), where the people brought offerings of their crops and produce 
to the temple. The “festival of harvest” celebrated the first fruits of seeds sown. The “festival of ingathering”, at 
the end of the year, celebrated the ingathering of crops. But in this particular year, the harvest would involve 
human beings – men and women, slaves and free, Jews and Gentiles – being gathered into the kingdom of God. 
 
Jesus used the picture of a harvest a number of times. Read the following verses and think about the following 
questions: What sort of harvest is Jesus talking about? What does it mean for us to ‘sow’ and ‘reap’? What is our 
role in this process? What is God’s role? What is NOT our role? 

 Luke 10:2  

 Mark 4:26-29  

 John 4:34-38  

 Matt 13:18-23  

 Matt 13:28b-30 
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The crowd in Jerusalem was made up of Jews and Jewish converts of different nationalities. They heard the 
disciples speak “the wonders of God” in their own languages and dialects. Some were amazed. But some were 
incredulous, and made fun of the disciples, commenting that they were probably drunk.  

 How have people responded to you mentioning that you are a Christian or that you go to church? How 
do you respond when people make fun of you or taunt you for your faith? 

 
Peter wanted the crowd to know who Jesus is. What did Peter tell them about Jesus’ identity/ what he had done? 

 Acts 2:22 

 Acts 2:23 

 Acts 2:24 

 Acts 2:29-30 

 Acts 2:33 

 Acts 2:36 

 Acts 2:38 
 
Storm comments that “the resurrection is the heart of the Christian gospel.” 

 Do you agree or disagree with this statement? What do you believe is the heart of the gospel?  
 
Storm also comments that “For Luke and Acts, the resurrection is God’s ultimate validation of Jesus as Lord and 
Messiah and the sign of the dawning of the age of the kingdom.” 
 
In Peter’s speech, he appeals to three forms of evidence as proofs of the resurrection: 

- The evidence of Scripture (Acts 2:25-30) by referring to Ps 16:6-11 and Ps 132:11-12 
- The eyewitness testimony of the apostles (Acts 2:32) 
- The manifestations of the Holy Spirit – as evidence that Jesus has been exalted (Acts 2:33-34) 

Peter is using a method called ‘apologetics’: a reasoned argument to answer and defend the faith.  
 
The crowd that Peter was addressing was not initially positive or favourable. Some of the crowd were possibly 
hostile and antagonistic.  

 In Acts 2:38-40, what challenges did Peter give the crowd? With what promise? 
 

 READ 1 Peter 3:15-16 What are tips that Peter gives us about sharing our faith?  
 
REFLECT AND SHARE: How are you going with? 

 PRAYING (individually and as a group) for 1 or 2 people that you know, who do not yet know Christ and 
for opportunities and boldness to share your faith, your story and how Jesus has changed your life; 

 BEING INTENTIONAL about taking time to build relationships and sharing about your faith;  

 ENCOURAGING each other, through the joys and frustration. Ask each other each week about how you 
have seen God work and answer your prayers. 

 
PRAY FOR EACH OTHER - The apostle Paul knew that gospel proclamation was done in the power of the Spirit 
and by skillfully using the Word of God. He asked the Ephesians to pray for him: for words to speak, for clarity 
and lack of fear. Use these verses to pray for each other: 

“Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all 
occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the 
Lord’s people. Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known 
the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.” 
(Eph 6:17-20) 


