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Week 6 – Threats & Backlash  

“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth.” Acts 1:8 

When conflict or crisis occurs, our human response is ‘fight or flight’. The adrenaline kicks in (especially when we 
are facing a threat and are scared sick) – and we either go into defence mode – or, else, we want to run away! 
 
Jesus warned that, as his followers, we will face trouble in this life. But that warning is accompanied with a 
promise so we wouldn’t be anxious or afraid (Jn 14:27). Jesus promised us the peace of God, which Paul tells us 
“transcends all understanding (and) will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 4:7) 
 
ICEBREAKER: God gives us peace. But we don’t always automatically feel ‘peace-full’. Sometimes we feel angry, 
aggressive and/ or anxious. There’s a tension between God’s grace (or gift) vs personal discipline/ responsibility. 

 What sort of things make you angry, aggressive and/ or anxious? How sort of things do you do to keep 
your heart right with God – especially in the midst of conflict and crisis – so that you respond to situations 
in a Godly and gracious way? 

 
PRAY & REFLECT: When faced with conflict or crisis, one of the hardest things to do is to slow down -  and pray.  
Scripture verses can help focus our prayers. Leave a few moments between each prayer point to quietly reflect. 

- (We) lift up (our) eyes to the mountains (and momentarily take our eyes off our own ‘valleys’/ dark places). Remind 
us again, Lord: where does (our) help come from? (Our) help comes from (you alone) LORD, the Maker of 
heaven and earth. You, LORD watch over (our) comings and goings, both now and forevermore.” (Ps 121:1,8) 

- Even when other people try to trip us up (and) we are bowed down in distress. … Keep our hearts steadfast, O God. 
Keep our hearts steadfast. We will sing. We will make music. Help us to continually worship you. (Ps 57:6-7) 

- Help us be still, and know that (you) are God (and that you alone) will be exalted among the nations (and) in the 
earth. (Ps 46:10) 

- Help us to consciously calm and quieten ourselves … like a settled child in the arms of its mother (not a distressed 
screaming child). Help us be content. (We) put our hope in (you) LORD, both now and always. (Ps 131:2-3) 

- (You are) the God of hope (and we ask that you will) fill (us) with all joy and peace as (we trust in you), so that (we) 
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Rom 15:13) Amen. 

 

READ  Acts 4:1-31 
As the apostles grew in confidence to boldly proclaim the gospel message, this message and their authority from 
God was confirmed by signs and wonders through the power of the Holy Spirit, including healings. Central to 
every sermon in Acts and the apostles’ explanation of the message and miracles, was one key idea: the 
resurrection of Christ. E.g. in Acts 3:15, Peter proclaimed: “You killed the author of life, but God raised him from 
the dead. We are witnesses of this.” Peter called Jesus “the Christ” (3:20), a “prophet” (3:22) and God’s “servant”. 
(3:26) He fearlessly and ruthlessly pronounced that the Jewish people and leaders were culpable in killing Jesus. 
(3:13-14, 17) Their only appropriate response was therefore repentance. (3:19) 
 
Through the book of Acts, we see a growing escalation of opposition against the apostles, their message and the 
church. What are some ways that the opposition evident/ how was it effected? What motives lay behind it? 

 Acts 4:1-3 

 Acts 4:17, 21, 29 

 Acts 5:17-18 

 Acts 5:27-28, 33, 40 

 Acts 6:9-13, 7:54-60 

 Acts 8:1-3 
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In May 2001, missionaries Martin and Gracia Burnham were kidnapped by a terrorist group in the Philippines, 
during a weekend away together, celebrating their wedding anniversary. 13 months later, Martin was dead and 
Gracia was re-united with their children in the US, nursing a bullet hole through her leg. She later wrote that: 

In one weekend, “my ‘easy’ life changed. I guess I shouldn’t have been surprised if I had taken John 16:33 seriously. 
But I had not. I thought the Burnham family was on a roll that would last our entire lives. I hadn’t paid attention to 
that guarantee.” (To Fly Again. Surviving the Tailspins of Life) 

 Some people think that being a Christian and being an object of God’s blessing should ensure (or even, 
entitle us to) a trouble free life. What thoughts do you have about this? What does John 16:33 say? 

 
READ:  John 15:18-16:4 
Jesus had warned the disciples that opposition to believers and to the church is inevitable, because the world 
first hated Christ and persecuted him. According to Jesus, their hate towards him was “without reason”. Knowing 
what will face us, Jesus prayed for his disciples (and us) – to be protected and made holy. (John 17:6-19).   
 
Gracia Burnham prefaced one of her books with verses from 2 Cor 1:8-11 (NLT), which echo her own story: 

“We think you ought to know, dear brothers and sisters, about the trouble we went through in the province of Asia. 
We were crushed and overwhelmed beyond our ability to endure, and we thought we would never live through it. In 
fact, we expected to die. But as a result, we stopped relying on ourselves and learned to rely only on God, who raises 
the dead. And he did rescue us from mortal danger, and he will rescue us again. We have placed our confidence in 
him, and he will continue to rescue us. And you are helping us by praying for us. Then many people will give thanks 
because God has graciously answered so many prayers for our safety.” 

 What do these verses tell us about the very real emotions and struggles that the Apostle Paul and his 
colleagues experienced (and that many of our brothers and sisters round the world experience now)?  
 

 How did Paul and his companions confront/ process the very real possibility they might die on their 
journeys? How did the hope of resurrection help them? 
 

 What do these verses teach us about the lessons that they learnt and how their faith grew through the 
experience? What role does prayer and praise have in this?  

 

In the wake of Peter and John being gaoled, the believers would have been scared and anxious. They met and 
prayed, acknowledging that God was sovereign over this dire situation. They recognised that as Jewish leaders 
persecuted the church, they were effectively waging war on God, just as they had done by killing Jesus. The 
believers asked God to continue to work powerfully in that situation, to give them boldness in the face of threats. 

(Acts 4:23-30) God must have approved of their prayer because “After they prayed, the place where they were 
meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.” (Acts 4:31) 

 Have you ever prayed a prayer like that in Acts 4:28-29 – where, in the face of opposition to your faith, 
you’ve asked God for boldness and for God to ‘show up’ and show his power in that situation? 

 

REFLECT & SHARE: From one of the following websites, choose and read ONE story about an individual or people 
group who are currently being persecuted for their faith (abbreviate the story if time is limited). 
Voice of the Martyrs:  www.persecution.com 
Open Doors Aust: https://www.opendoors.org.au/persecutedchristians/ 
Christianity Today www.christianitytoday.com/ct/topics/p/persecution/ 

www.christianitytoday.com/gleanings/2015/december/top-10-persecution-stories-of-
2015.html 

 What challenges you about the witness, courage and perseverance of these brothers and sisters? 
 

PRAY: For the people you’ve read about and for situations that you are facing in your group: that God will 
empower us & them with inner strength through his Holy Spirit (Eph 3:16) and “enable (us & them) to speak (his) 
word with great boldness.” (Acts 4:29)  
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