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Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 
received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore, honour God with 
your body. (1 Cor 6:19-20) 
What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living 
God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they 
will be my people.” “Therefore, come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. … dear friends, 
let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of 
reverence for God. (2 Cor 6:16, 17; 7:1) 

 
In his letters to the Corinthians, Paul says that believers – both individually and corporately – are the 
temple of God. Corinth had a temple: the temple of Aphrodite. It was a place where worship and idolatry 
was fused with ritual prostitution. Paul needed the Corinthians – and Christians “everywhere in every 
church” (4:17) - to understand that we are a different sort of temple. Our worship must involve all parts of 
our being. But our worship should always honour God, who presences himself in, among and with us. 
 
ICEBREAKER: In Rom 12:1, Paul equates a “spiritual act of worship” with offering “your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God”. Then, in 1 Cor 6:20, Paul tells us “to honour God with your 
body”. In what ways can we honour and worship God with our bodies? In what ways do we dishonour 
God with our bodies? 
 
READ: 1 COR 4:16-5:13 

 In Cor 5:1-2, What was the situation Paul is confronting? Why do we know that this was serious?  
 
 

 What attitude(s) did Paul identify (and criticise) in the Corinthian church?  
 
 

 Who did Paul consider to be at fault? Why? 
 
 

 What should have been the church’s response to this situation? (1 Cor 5:6-13) How do you feel 
about Paul’s instructions to the Corinthian church here? 

 
Ben Witherington suggests some reasons why people in the Corinthian church were reluctant or 
unwilling to challenge this man’s behaviour, even though it was prohibited both in the Old Testament 
(Lev. 18:8; 20:11; Deut. 22:30; 27:20) and Roman Law. There was an ‘honour’ vs ‘shame’ culture in 
Corinth. Witherington suggests the man “already had high status or considerable power or authority”. In 
this culture, what occurred behind closed doors, including sexual behaviour, was not something that 
impacted a person’s reputation or status. With their social hierarchy, a man could shame someone either 
equal or inferior to him (including women), but the reverse situation wasn’t tolerated. Honour belonged to 
men; shame belonged to women. Paul’s letter challenged the prevailing culture by challenging the man’s 
behaviour (rather than that of the woman).1  

 In 1 Cor 5:11, what other behaviours does Paul say should not be tolerated within the church? 
(Also look at 1 Cor 6:7-11) 

 
 
It’s probably a safe assumption that Paul’s list of sins is not comprehensive. It appears that Paul was 
addressing a situation where the man insisted that he was a Christian ‘brother’, but was unrepentant and 
unwilling to change his behaviour. For Paul, though, Christian identity and lifestyle/ behaviours were 
integrally linked. It was a shameful thing for the church to tolerate such behaviour in its midst. 
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In 1 Cor 5:6-8, Paul drew on his Jewish background and Jewish rituals that were part of the Passover 
festival, including cleaning/ cleansing a house of any hint of yeast/ leaven, then offering a sacrifice of an 
unblemished lamb or goat. Morris puts it this way: 

“Christ is for believers what the Passover was for the Jews. In Egypt, they had offered their 
sacrifice in order that the destroying angel might pass over them. They had been delivered, and a 
slave rabble emerged as the people of God. Paul is using this imagery to remind his readers that 
the death of Christ had delivered them from slavery to evil and made them the people of God. 
There is emphasis on emergence to new life, and here the symbolism of yeast makes an important 
point. Ancient Israel was commanded to remove all yeast before the sacrifice (Exod. 12:15; 13:7)”2 

 If we got rid of all sinners out of the church, the church would be empty. In Matt 7:1-5, Jesus tells 
us to, firstly, deal with massive sin in our own lives (and house) – before making judgements 
about other people and their sins/ issues. Why?   

 
Through church history, there have been attempts by people to ‘separate’ from the world, to attempt to 
maintain purity. One example is the monastic movement. By contrast, in Jesus’ prayer in John 17, Jesus 
did not pray that God would take us “out of the world” but that God would protect us “from the evil one.” 

 The Corinthians seemed to misunderstand the idea of being ‘separate’. Why did Paul instruct the 
Corinthian church to disassociate/ separate themselves from certain people within the church, but 
not non-Christians, outside the church, who engaged in the same behaviour? (1 Cor 5:10) 

 
 
READ: 1 Cor 6:1-8.  
In these verses, Paul challenged the Corinthians to sort out their differences and grievances amongst 
themselves. In frustration, he asked them: “Is it possible that there is nobody among you wise enough to 
judge a dispute between believers?” (1 Cor 6:5) 

 In what ways can a Christian mediator be useful in helping resolve differences and grievances 
between two Christians? Why is it important to try to follow a process based on Matt 18:15-20? 
(ie: going directly to the person first to try to sort things out, before involving others).  
 
 

 Does it mean that a Christian boss should overlook fraud or illicit drug use by a Christian 
employee?  

 
 

 Take one scenario and consider: how, as a church, should we respond to behaviours, by 
professing Christians in our church? Who is responsible for dealing with this issue? How do we 
restore someone “gently”, when they are caught in sin? (Gal 6:1)  

o a person has an issue with alcohol and/ or other substance abuse; 
o a person is engaging in domestic violence and/or child abuse; 
o a person is married, but having an extra-marital affair; 
o a person regularly makes false comments which diminish another person’s credibility or 

reputation; 
o A person engages in business practices which defraud others.  

 

READ 1 Cor 6:12-20 
These verses pick up the marriage/ immorality theme – by comparing our relationship with Christ to a 
marriage. We are ‘united’ with Christ. At the same time, as the ‘temple of the Holy Spirit’, we are 
indwelled by God. People in mainstream Corinth might have visited the temple of Aphrodite and its 
prostitutes, as part of their idolatry. Paul reminded the Corinthian Christians that Christ died for them. 
Just as Christ has been risen from death, so too will our bodies be raised. Our bodies must be set apart 
for God.  
 
REFLECT & PRAY: “If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the 
truth. But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all wickedness.” (1 John 1:8-9) What is an issue or sin in your life that you need to ‘clean out’ and 
need cleansing from? Bring this to the foot of the Cross and ask for God’s forgiveness. 
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