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God gives good and perfect gifts to us (Jas 1:17). As humans, we can choose to use those gifts, either for 
ourselves, or to bless and encourage others. The week’s study introduces the topic of Spiritual Gifts in 1 
Cor 12-14 and the use of two particular gifts, when believers gather together. We need to remember that, 
when God gives spiritual gifts – that both God (as giver) and the gifts, themselves, are ‘good’. It is the way 
that the gifts are used, that makes the difference whether they are beneficial and build people up. Your 
denominational background and life experience may have impacted your understanding of and attitude 
towards both the gift of prophesy and the gift of speaking in tongues.  

• How do you feel about the topic of spiritual gifts, generally, and, more specifically, the gifts of 
prophesy and speaking in tongues? In what ways have you seen these used in a beneficial way? 
In what ways could they be misused? 

 

READ: 1 Cor 12:1-11 
 
Today’s study focusses on 1 Cor 14, but 1 Cor 12-13 will be specifically addressed in next week’s sermon 
and study. However, 1 Cor 12:1-11 provides an important introduction to this week’s study. Some crucial 
points that Paul articulated are: that a person can only confess that ‘Jesus is Lord’ if the Spirit is at work, 
that the Spirit gives spiritual gifts to believers and that different people are given different gifts – as 
determined by the Spirit - to be able to serve in different ways. The key idea here is that the work and 
gifts of the Spirit are manifested in each believer’s life, “for the common good”. (1 Cor 12:7) 

• There are a number of different passages in the New Testament which list different spiritual gifts. 
What gifts are listed in 1 Cor 12:8-10? Which ones of these are ‘speaking’ gifts? Which ones are 
specifically “connected with the proclamation of the Word and the preserving and inculcating of the 
truth”1? 

 
1 Corinthians 14 looks specifically at the relative merit of two speaking gifts: prophecy and speaking in 
tongues. Both of these gifts were being used in the Corinthian church, but Paul’s comments indicate that 
their meetings had become chaotic. Paul did not ban the use of either prophesy or speaking in tongues in 
public worship. On the contrary, he told them “be eager to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in 
tongues.” (1 Cor 14:39) He believed that God was at work through all of the spiritual gifts. The core issues 
focus on their attitudes towards the gifts they had been given as well as ‘how’ their gifts were to be 
exercised, in the context of corporate gatherings. 
 
READ 1 Cor 14:1-40. 

• In 1 Cor 14:6 and 26, Paul lists different ways we can use our voices in church. What are they? 
 

• How does the whole church benefit from the appropriate exercise of these gifts? (1 Cor 14:3-4, 12, 
26, 31).  

 
Paul believed that, as the people of God, we should reflect God’s likeness in our meetings.  

• What did Paul remind them about the character of God? (1 Cor 14:1, 33) How should that impact 
our corporate gatherings? (1 Cor 14:31,40) 

 
A number of different Bible versions have inserted a sub-heading preceding 1 Cor 14:26-40, indicating it 
is about ‘Orderly Worship’. This section is not about prohibiting people from speaking in corporate worship 
and other gatherings. In 1 Cor 14:27-40, Paul told a couple of groups of people to keep quiet – or wait their 
turn - in church, in certain circumstances and for particular reasons. 

• Paul believed that speaking in tongues could benefit the church, in certain circumstances. What 
was necessary before a person spoke in tongues in public worship? What was the protocol for this 
to be used in worship? (1 Cor 14:27-28) 
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In Joel 2:28, the gift of prophesy is linked with the Spirit being poured out on God’s people. Barry Chant 
explains that prophesy, “in simple terms, is speaking a message which is inspired by the Spirit of God, 
which encourages and benefits the hearers” and, while “it may contain elements of foretelling … it need 
not necessarily do so.” Four aspects of prophesy are revelation (revealing things that are otherwise 
hidden), edification (it builds up the people who receive it), exhortation (it urges them on to greater things) 
and consolation (it may bring comfort to the sorrowing and needy.)2 If we compare this with OT prophesy, 
the OT prophets spoke authoritatively. By comparison, in the NT, “the messages from those with the 
spiritual gift of prophecy must be tested (1 Cor 14:29-33; 1 Thess 5:20-21; 1 Jn 4:1-3).”3  
 
The apostle Paul had the gift of speaking in tongues. (1 Cor 14:18) Paul’s refusal to use this gift in their 
midst may be one reason the Corinthians labelled him as ‘unspiritual’. He described it as praying “with my 
spirit” (1 Cor 14:14-15) and of the need to ask God for an interpretation, so that he was able to understand 
what he was praying. (1 Cor 14:13)4 For tongues to be used in corporate worship, without an interpreter, 
would be as useful as a preacher speaking in a foreign language or a musician whose instrument is silent. 
(1 Cor 14:6-17) While the Pentecost account in Act 2 refers to actual foreign languages that the hearers 
understood, Paul appears to be talking about something completely different in 1 Cor 14.5 

• In 1 Cor 12-14, tackled the attitude of some Corinthian believers. In 1 Cor 14:20, he told them to 
stop acting like kids, especially in believing that, if they could speak in tongues, they had the ‘best’ 
gift. Where did Paul place the gifts of speaking in tongues and interpretation of tongues, in order 
of priority, in 1 Cor 12:8-11? 

 

• What personal priorities did Paul have in 1 Cor 14:5, 12 and 19? 
 
The church in Corinth was made up of house churches. 

• How are the group dynamics described in 1 Cor 14:29-32 similar to the way that your Life Group 
or Connect group functions? What do these verses tell us about ‘who’ can participate in discussion? 
 

• Why is it important for everyone to ‘weigh carefully’, ‘evaluate’ or ‘judge’ what is said? (1 Cor 14:29) 
How do we weigh teaching and prophesy? (2 Tim 3:16-17, 1 Jn 4:1-3) 

 

• Proverbs 27:17 says: “As iron sharpens iron, so one (person) sharpens another.”  How does the 
process of ‘wrestling’ with and over Scripture – together – help us to be more ‘adult’ in our thinking 
about issues and priorities? (1 Cor 14:20) 

 
1 Cor 14:33b-35 are verses that provide grief for many people. Keep in mind a couple of contextual issues: 
Firstly, Paul had not prohibited women from praying or prophesying in the context of corporate worship in 
1 Cor 11. Secondly, “Some New Testament women were leaders and their ministry was valued by Paul. 
1 Tim 2:12 and 1 Cor 14:34-35 addressed bad behaviour and were not meant to silence godly women and 
stifle their ministries.”6 Thirdly, Paul required women required women who were ministering in church, to 
wear head coverings. Paul believed it was just as “disgraceful”/ shameful for women to not wear head 
coverings (1 Cor 11:5), as it was “disgraceful” for women to speak in certain ways in church (1 Cor 14:35).  

• What does 1 Cor 14:35 indicate that the women were doing in this context, that was disrupting 
order and peace in the gathering? What did Paul tell the women to do, instead? 

 
FOLLOW UP: There are 4 short animated clips on the following link which address the issue of women 
teaching and preaching in church. Part 2 is a 7 minute video, specifically on 1 Cor 14:34-35. At the end of 
the series on 1 Cor, the pastoral team will be speaking on ‘God and Gender’. If your group would like to 
discuss this issue further, consider setting aside one study to work through these videos. 

http://margmowczko.com/video-women-teach-church/ 
 
REFLECT, SHARE & PRAY: Reflect on the following verses: “let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds.” (Heb 10:24), “encourage one another and build each other up” 
(1 Thess 5:11) “Let us not give up meeting together … but let us encourage one another.” (Heb 10:25). 
“those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God” (Rom 8:14). Pray for one another – asking 
God to lead you and give you the words to speak – to encourage another believer this coming week.  
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